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* 
E have met with tolerable accom- 


modations the paſt night, as we 
are no great diſtance from Angora; but my 
guides tell me, that henceforward we ſhall be 
obliged to ſuffer many inconveniences till 
we reach Amaſia, which is four days jour- 
1ey, and there we propoſe to join ſome ca- 
Favan. | bs 
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Before we left Angora, an Engliſh mer- 
chant applied for permiſſion to travel with 
us as far as Erzerum. He is a man near 
ſixty years of age, has a fine venerable aſ- 
pe, and has great information. We rea- 
dily complied with his requeſt, and I am 


pleaſed to have fo agreeable a companion. 
He has obſerved that I have ſome curioſity 


in regard to the country (as my negligence 
formerly of making proper enquiries prov- 
ed ſo fatal to me), and he ſeems to have 
- Pleaſure in giving me the information I 
se tells me that Angora is celebrated for 
having been the ſcene of contention be- 
tween different princes and warriors. Near 
it Pompey, a great Roman general, ob- 
:tained a victory over Mithridates, king of 


Pontus: 
2 
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Pontus: but this prince panting after glory, 
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and endeavouring to engage his troops in 

very dangerous enterprizes, in order to re- 
cover his dominions, and revenge himſelf | | 
on his conquerors, cauſed a diſaffection ly 
which terminated in the eſtabliſhment of = 
his fon Pharnaces upon the throne. When . 


the unhappy monarch ſaw the extinction 
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of his power, and the ſubverſion of all his 
ambitious plans, he requeſted of his ſon 
permiſſion to retire 3 but received an an- 1 | 
ſwer compriſed in one word Die. He 
abandoned himſelf to deſpair; and, after 
giving poiſon to his wives, children, &c. 


and uttering an imprecation upon his fori, 
put a period to his life, with the aſſiſtance; 
it is faid, of an officer ; and by this event a 
period was put to a war which had laſted 


for twenty-five years. 
B 2 The 
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The obliging merchant directed my at- 
tention to a ſpot where 'Tamerlane (of 


whom I have read) was victorious over Ba- 


jazet, the emperor of the Turks. 


Maxcn 3, at night. 


We have found a poor cottage to reſt in 
to-night ; but it affords no accommodation 


for our people: it is much expoſed, and 


my train muſt either encamp near us, or go 
ſeveral miles off in queſt of a ſhelter : my 


huſband propoſes the latter. 


Marcn 4. 
He has paſſed a very reſtleſs night; in- 
deed, he began his journey before his health 
was ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed : however, he 


appears better this morning, though his 
looks are pale and languid. 


Marcn 
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Manch 6. | 
We were obliged, the night before laſt, to 
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ſleep in our tents, as my huſband's health 


ſuffered us not to extend our day's journey 
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till we could reach a houſe. The ground 
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was damp, and the carpets were of little 


uſe ; however we proſecuted our journey 
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yeſterday with earneſtneſs, and met with 
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hoſpitable treatment at a little village, where 


we are determined to remain for two or 


three days till he is better. 


Manch 7, at night. 
The paſſed night he never cloſed his eyes, 
and has been all day in a high fever. My 
God ! whither can I ſend for aſſiſtance 2 


Marcn 8. 
He is much altered, and is too ill to ex- 
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amine the direCtions for taking his medi- 


eines, and, as they are written in Greek, I 
cannot read them. 'The merchant and I. 


both ſpeak that language, but unfortunately 


do not read it. Here we find no prieſt, and 


are ill accommodated, yet it is impoſſible 
to think of removing. 


Manch 9. 


'There is a viſible alteration for the worſe 


in this poor man. A deſpicable wretch of 
a doctor is called, but I fear he can do him 


no ſervice. I cannot write 


Marcy 12. 


'This afternoon he called me to his bed- 
ſide, and, after ſome ſtruggles for ſpeech, 


thus addreſſed me: 


«Iam 
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ſcene of my life. I know you never loved 


do all in my power to promote his happi- 
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I am now, Maria, drawing to the laſt. 


me; but as intereſt, not affection, was the 
motive of my marrying you, I cannot ſay 
that your coldneis has given me much con- 
cern. I wiſh that it had pleaſed God to 
have ſpared me to enjoy the proſpects which 
opened to me; but my earneſtneſs to ar- 
rive at them has undone me. I wiſh you 
happy in the ſociety of ſome man who may 
prove a more ſuitable match for you than 
you have conſidered me. Give me your 
hand in token that we part in peace, and 
may God bleſs you !” I was much ſhocked 
at this addreſs, and aſſured him, that what- 
ever had been his views in marrying me, I 


conſidered him as my huſband, and would 
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neſs. Here he fell into a kind of lethargy, 
from which he has not yet awoke. I write 
in his room, but can ſcarce tell whether J 


am awake, or in a dream. 


Marcn 14. 


He is no more! After he awoke, one 
convulſion ſucceeded another, till in one 


very ſtrong fit he expired. I cannot help 


dropping a tear over his cold remains : they 
are this day to be depoſited in a field, a 
ſhort diſtance from the village. The people 
are kind and humane, and I have found 
great aſſiſtance and conſolation in the pre- 
ence of the worthy Engliſhman, whoſe 
name is Johnſon. He directs and ſees 
every thing, and infiſts upon my remaining 
quiet in my room. The day after to-mor- 


row 
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row I ſhall leave this ſcene of death, and 


proceed on my journey, 


MaRcn 16. 


I have ſatisfied, beyond their hopes, the 
good people of the houſe. My ſervants 
are all ready, and we ſhall travel with as 
little interruption as poſſible, as we have 
made but an inconſiderable progreſs during 
the paſſed thirteen days. 


1 
This is a large city, built upon a hill 
ſurrounded by mountains, and is to be 
ſeen only from the ſouthward. The coun- 
try about it is charming, and near it runs 
the river Iris. Mr. Johnſon has taken me to 


ſee the channel, through which the water is 


con- 
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eonveyed into the city; it is cut out of a rock 
more hard than marble, for the diſtance of 
three miles: it muſt have been a moſt ar- 
duous work. 
Upon a high hill to the eaſtward is a 
fortreſs, and about half way up is a fine 
vein of water, and near it ſeveral rooms 
eut out of the rock, inhabited by derviſes. 
This city is the capital of the province of 
Amaſia, and was once that of Cappadocia, 
and the ſeat of its kings. 
Here we ſhall wait the arrival of the cara- 
van, which is daily expected from Con- 
ſtantinople. 


It is arrived, and we ſhall ſet out in two 


or three days. 


Toca. 


Tocal is ſituated upon a high mountain, 
and 


— — — — 
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and extends round a large rock, which is 
nearly in the middle of the town, and on 


which is an ancient caſtle with a good gar- 


riſon, and alſo three ſmaller ones. The 


city is very populous, and inhabited chiefly 


by Turks, who have the command; but- 


there are alſo great numbers of Armenians, 
Greeks, and Jews. Here are twelve or 


fourteen Chriſtian churches, and it 1s the 


reſidence of an archbrſhop, who has under 


him ſeven ſuffragans. Here are four con- 


vents; two of men, and two of women. 


The chief manufactures of Tocal and its 


environs are iron and copper utenſils; and 


it is alſo famous for a fine purple leather, 
for dying which the water of the river Iris, 
that runs near the town, is very favourable. 
On this river is a good ſtone bridge. 

| The 
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The different caravans of Diabecker, 
Bagdat, Conſtantinople, Smyrna, and Sino- 
pa, paſs continually through this town ; 
yet wine and all kind of proviſions are 
cheap and excellent. | 

Tocal, with its dependencies, is always al- 
ſigned as a dower of the mother ſultaneſs, 
and it is governed by an aga and cady. 

I have enquired of Mr. Johnſon concern- 
ing Monſul, where my baſſa reſided ; but 
he tells me that it lies at a great diſtance 
from our route , and that we are now near- 
ly equi-diſtant from that place and from 
Erivan ; that the latter lies towards the 

riſing ſun, and the former to the ſouth- 
ward. To make me have a perfect com- 
prehenſion of their different ſituations, he 


has ſhewn them to me on a map, and has, 
with 
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with great patience, explained to me the 
nature and uſe of it. 

Through what countries have I been 
dragged by the mercileſs wretches who 
have had me in their power! But I ſhall 
ſoon ſee my father, and then I will hope to 
paſs the remainder of my life in ſecurity 


and peace. 


ADRAS. 


About eight miles from Tocal the ca- 
ravan, at the earneſt entreaty of ſome mer- 
chants who are going to Perſiq, halted for 
a few hours. They were deſirous, it ſeems, 
of paying their devotions at a place which 
had been the retreat 6f St. Chryſoſtom. 
After paſſing a part of the country not un- 
pleaſant, we reached a barren rock, at the 


eaſtern 
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+ eaſtern part of which there are eight or nine 
ſteps, by which you aſcend into a roomy 
where are ſeen. a bed, table, and cupboard 
cut in the rock; and to the weſtward 
there are ſive or ſix other ſteps, by which 
you enter a gallery, cut alſo out of the 
rock, which is amazingly hard. 

The neighbouring -Chriſtians, who are 
numerous, affirm that this rock was the aſy- 
lum of St. Chryſoſtom, and that he ac- 
tually preached in the gallery to the peo- 
ple. They alſo aver, that he uſed no other 
bed or pillow than the ſtone, upon which 
is the figure of a man repofing or aſleep. 

The biſhop of the place appeared with 
ſeveral eceleſiaſtics to celebrate maſs. 1 
Joined in offering up my vors for ſafety, 
and a happy meeting with my father, and 

(no 
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Ino duty now can militate againſt this 
prayer) for the preſervation of a man whom 
I can never forget. 
During our devotions, Mr. Johnſon em- 
ployed himſelf in adding to a curious col- 
lection that he has of ſimples. I made a 
handſome preſent to the prieſt; and the 
caravan ſoon afterward reſumed their jour- 
ney, having ſupplied themſelves with a 

quantity of wine, as it is here excellent. 
A few miles from this place of devo- 
tion, we entered into a moſt dangerous 
road, where the nodding precipices me- 
naced death at every ſtep we advanced. 1 
find this mode of travelling exceſſively te- 
dious, though they tel me it is much 
more ſo in other ſeaſons of the year, when 
they are obliged to ſtop for forage. At pre- 
2 : ſent 


16 
ſent there is plenty of herbage for the cat- 


tle ; but the director of the caravan aſſures 


me that the beaſts have now leſs ſtrength 
to endure fatigue than when they are fed 
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- with ſtraw and corn. 
- We yeſterday paſſed a frightful moun- * 
tain, the name of which in the Turkiſh 
language is, The Mount where the Great 
muſt flop ; and we found the name expreſ- 

' five of the neceſſity that all perſons are 
under who aſcend it to diſmount and 
walk. But when you reach the ſummit, 
you are amply repaid for the fatigue, by 
ſeeing a beautifully extended plain, re- 
freſhed with verdure; and a fine fountain 
guſhing from the hill, which is with pro- 
priety called the Cryſtal Fountain : at a 

mall diſtance from it you ſee a village. 
** | IsBIDER. 
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IsBID ER. 

About ſix miles from Adras, which is 
inhabited chiefly by Armenians, we paſſed 
through a village called Aſpidar; from 
thence we met with no other till we reach- 
eld the preſent, which is really large, and 
the houſes and the ſteps to aſcend into 
them are all cut out of the ſolid rock. 


The Plain of ErxzErxum, three miles from 
the city. 

Through extreme fatigue I have ne- 
glected the pen during the laſt five days; 
ſince that time we paſſed many villages, but 
moſt of them inconſiderable, and the three 
that we ſlept at were like the reſt. 

I was much pleaſed with the laſt three 
days of our journey, as we followed the 
Vol. II. C Euphrates 
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Euphrates moſt of the way. It was afto- 
niſhing to obſerve the vaſt. quantities of 
large aſparagus that grew along the banks 
of the river: we ſupplied ourſelves plen- 
tifully with it, and found it excellent. 

The caravan reſts here, in order to be 
viſited by the officers of the Fuſtoms, and 
the baſſa's people, as they are not permitted 
to approach the city till the bales, and 
cheſts of goods, money, &c. are corded 
and ſealed, to prevent any traffic with the 
merchants of Erzerum, till the goods arc 
properly entered, and have paid the du- 
ties. 


Exzazun, 8th April. 


Thus far on my journey, thank Hea- 
yen! I have reached in ſafety; and here I 


pro- 
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propoſe to remain eight or ten days, as 1 
have letters from the good patriarch to two 
or three Armenian prieſts, and alſo to 3 
Perſian merchant; and I expect to find 
that my father has engaged me an eſcorte 
from hence to Erivan. Mr. Johnſon has 
+ procured: me handſome lodgings ; and, as 
ſoon as he ſa me placed in them, he took 
his leave, in order to enter upon his own 
affairs, I believe he has thoughts of ſettling 
here. He has been a great traveller, but 
I find that he has had many misfortunes, 
and at the age of ſixty is entering upon new 
plans. I wiſh it was in my power to afford 
him any aſſiſtance ; but it is impoſſible to 
find a way. On the road I made ſeveral 
attempts, by. endeavouring to take every 
. £xpence upon myſelf ; but he ſilenced me 
| C 2 | by 


20 MEMOIRS OF MARIA, 
by ſaying, In my country, madam, the 
ladies never treat the gentlemen ;z you muſt 
not let me imagine that you conſider me as 
one of your train. This he ſaid ſmilingly; 
but it was eaſy to perceive that he meant 
to convey an idea of the independence he 
wiſhed to-preſerve. Indeed he has a large 
ſhare of that decent kind of pride, which 
makes him take alarm at any favour being 
Ahewn him. At parting, I offered him a 
ring of ſome value, which had belonged to 
my huſband, and begged he would accept it 
as a remembrance of a perſon who owed 
to one of his nation the bleſſing of free- 
dom, and many obligations which could 
never be requited. Permit me, madam, 
ſaic he, to decline your favour, though 
n offered with a delicacy which does honour 
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to your heart. Retain the opinion which 
you juſtly entertain of my nation, and let 
not your generoſity tempt me to give you 
a proof that we can be intereſted. I ſtill 
held out the ring, and aſſured him that his 
acceptance of it, ſo far from raiſing ſuch 
an idea in my mind, would convince me 
that his countrymen aimed not at being 
conſidered as the only people who poſſeſs 
an excluſive right of fulfilling the duties 
common to mankind. He was ſilent; and 
I ſaid : But I preſume not, fir, to offer 
this trifle as an acknowledgment; receive- 
it as a remembrance only. The one, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, would be abſurd, and the 
other is unneceſſary. I ſhall leave you with 
the higheſt ſentiments of eſteem a 


reſpect ; and if ever I ſhould be ſo forte" 
C 3 nate 


* 


22 ' MEMOIRS OF MARIA, 

nate as to return to my country, I ſhall 
entertain my daughters, who have been 
thought amiable women, with an account 
of an accompliſhed Perſian lady, whoſe 
character ſtands fo high in my opinion, yet 
which leaves me in doubt whether gentle- 
neſs or magnanimity is its moſt conſpicu- 
ous excellence. I was obliged to put up 
the ring; and all that was left me was to 
return him the moſt ſincere and grateful 
acknowledgments for the pleaſure and be- 
nefit I had received from his company. 
With an air of great modeſty he told me, 
that the obligations I had conferred upon 
him, in permitting him to be in the ſmall- 
2 g ge uſeful to me, would be one of 
mſtances of his life which he 
ot "__ look — upon with pleaſure, 
I left 


. 
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T left the venerable man to enjoy the 
noble conſciouſneſs of having obliged me, 
without his feelings being hurt by an idea 
of his having been repaid: yet I own 
that I am mortified to find it out of my 
power to ſerve him. I deſired to fee him 
as often as might be convenient during my 
{tay at this place; and he aſſured me that 
he ſhould be happy at all times to attend 


me. 


April 12. 


Yeſterday I ſent all my letters, and have 
received viſits from the different perſons 


to whom they were addreſſed. The mer- 
chant's lady has alſo been to ſeg ind 
to-morrow I am to dine at her = 


C4 APRIL 
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APRIL 13. 

I have paſſed a moſt agreeable day; and 
the obliging merchant and hisladyhavepreſ- 
led me warmly to quit my lodgings, and take 
up my abode with them while I remain at 
this place. I told them that I conld not 
think of accepting their offer, as my train 
is fo large: but their houſe is commodious, 
and they aſſure me that they have room for 
many more perſons than I have with me. 
The merchant once knew my father ; and 
| they declare that they will not take a de- 
nial. To- night they have permitted me to 
return to my lodgings, to give ſome neceſ- 
ſary orders to my people ; and to-morrow 
they are both to come to conduct me to 


ir houſc. 
LA 


_ ArpRIL 
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APRIL 16. | 
I am: moſt agreeably ſituated with my 
kind friends: elegance, even to luxury, ap- 
pears in their ſtyle of living, furniture, & c. 
they entertain perfons of the firſt con- 
ſequence in the place; and the gentleman 
ſtands equally well with the beglerbeg and 
the aga. They have two fine children, 
and the amiable mother improves upon me 
every hour. 


APRIL 17. 


have aſked permiſſion of my friends to 


introduce to them Mr. Johnſon; they cheer- 
fully conſented, and are exceedingly pleaſed 
with him, as he appears to be with them. 
Erzerum is a frontier city of Turkey to- 
wards Perſia, ſituated in a ſpacious coun- 
try 
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try abounding in large villages. Includ- 


ing the ſuburbs and fortreſs, it may be 


properly called a great city; but the 
houſes in general are not good, and little 
regularity is ſhewn in the deſign of them. 
There are various churches and ancient 
edifices of the Armenians remaining; but 
they do not indicate any great degree of 
taſte in the times when they were erected. 

This city is one of the greateſt tho- 
roughfares of Turkey, for which reaſon 


there are many fine carayanſeras in it. 


It was formerly one of the moſt conſider- 
able cities of Armenia, and there are now 
in the ſuburbs ſome very ancient Arme- 
nian families, who exerciſe freely their 
religion in a very old church. Erze- 
rum is governed by a baſſa and janize- 

re 
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rd aga*, who is independent of the for- 
mer. 

The government of this city is of great 
importance, as it is deemed the key to Per- 
lia, The baſſa and doganeer commonly 
enrich themſelves by the caravans in a 
ſhort time, for all duties here are exacted 
with the utmoſt rigour. 


APRIL 19. 

My kind entertainer has entreated me 
to relate to her my ſtory. I told her that 
with pleaſure I would obey her; but that 
the recollection of ſome ſcenes would 
open anew wounds which were ſcarcely 
cloſed; beſides that there were ſome cir- 
cumſtances of my life, which, if related; 

„ The head of the janizaries. 
would 
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28 
would leſſen me in the eſteem ſhe did me 


the honour to profeſs for me. She allowed 
great weight to my firſt plea, but faid that 
ſhe would not do fo much for the other : 
however, proceeded ſhe, I will not preſs 
you, my dear friend, till we ſhall be 
better acquainted ; but I own that I am 
not without hope you will oblige me before 
you leave us. I feel myſelf much intereſt- 
ed in your affairs, and I think, from the 
few hints that the patriarch gave my huſ- 
band, you have had trials which required 
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me greateſt magnanimity to reſiſt. As ſhe 


faid this, a tear fell from my eye; ſhe ob- 
ſerved it, and, tenderly embracing me, ſaid: 
My charming gueſt, let me not afflict 
you; I am aſhamed of my idle curioſity : 
let your griefs be locked for ever in your 
. own 
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own boſom, if you think the imparting 
them would give you pain. I thanked 
her for her politeneſs, and faid that my 
ſorrows were of too recent a date to al- 
low my relating them with calmneſs ; and 
here the ſubject dropped. 


APRIL 20. 

I have ſeen ſome very fine Armenian 
ladies here, as alſo ſeveral Greeks, who 
make a great figure, and aſſume a ſuperi- 
ority, to which they have no other claim 


than what is derived from riches, for they 
have neither education or ent. | 


APRIL 22. 
We yeſterday returned the viſits of ſach 


ladies as have been to ſee me; and, upon 
my 
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my expreſſing pleaſure that theſe matters of 
ceremony were over, my friend ſaid: 1 
am ſorry that we had not one more viſit to 
make, as I am perſuaded it would have 
given you pleaſure ; but my moſt intimate 
and valued acquaintance is detained at home 
by the indiſpoſition of her brother, other- 
wiſe I am ſure ſhe would have waited upon 
you before now : ſhe, like you, has known 
great diſtreſs ; was long a captive, and ſe- 
parated from all ſhe held dear ;. but ſhe is 
now perfectly happy, except that her bro- 
ther, a moſt amiable man, and for whom 
ſhe has a great affection, has ill health, 
and has been melancholy for ſome years, 
from a diſappointment he met with in a 
very tender attachment to a lady of family 
and education. 


Her 
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| Her words ſtruck me: I was ready to 
faint z but the eagerneſs I felt to obtain 
ſome further information kept up my 
ſpirits. I beſought her to oblige me with 
ſome other circumſtances of ſo intereſting 
a ſtory. 
My friend, reſumed the, has often 
mentioned to me the ſubject of her bro- 
ther's diſtreſs. He had been captured 
when young ; had been ſold to a 'Turk of 
rank, and carried to Conſtantinople, where 
he was prevailed upon by the vizier to em- 
brace Mahometaniſm, and he arrived at 
conſiderable honours; after which he was 


- - *% o 


met with an elegant Chriſtian ſlave whom 
he adored, and whom he endeavoured to 
inſpire with equal tenderneſs. He would 
have. 
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have made her a Mahometan, and married 
her; but ſhe nobly reſiſted his ſolicitations, 
which made him doubtful of her affection 


for him, and he reſted not till he drew 


from her a confeſſion that ſhe loved him. 
His taſk he now conſidered as eaſy, and 
ſnatched her from the noiſe and buſtle of 
public life to a favourite villa, where every 
ſcene was romantic, and where a gay and | 
artful lover found means to avail himſelf of 
an opportunity ſo favourable. He was a 
few months afterwards appointed to a new 
government; and as he was expreſsly or- 
dered to uſe no delay in entering upon it, 
he was under the neceſſity of leaving behind 
him the idol of his affections, at a time 
when the delicacy of her ſituation required 
his tendereſt care. Large effects he en- 

5 truſted 
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truſted to his ſteward, with orders to con- 
vert them into money, and join him as 
ſoon as poſlible with the lady and her at- 
tendants. He waited their arrival for ſome 
time withgreatimpatience, but invain. Seve- 
ralmonthshad elapſed without his receiving 
the leaſt intelligence of them ; at length 
he heard thft all his effects had been ſold, 
and the ſteward, lady, and one maid had 
eſcaped together, having carried off as much 
of his wealth as they poſſibly could. To 
hnd himſelf thus deceived by a woman 
whom he adored W hat more ſhe ſaid 
[ neither heard nor underſtood, for I faint- 
ed, and it was ſome time before I could be 
brought- to myſelf. The ſurpriſe of my 


friend upon this occaſion was great; and 
Me gently reproved me for giving way to 
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- a ſenſibility which in time, ſhe ſaid, would 


be prejudicial to my health. I promiſed 
to guard againſt it, thanked her for hav- 
ing obliged me with the intereſting ſtory, 
and begged her to permit me to retire for 
one half hour to my apartment. She ac- 
companied me to the door of it, and left 
me. : 

And am I then in the ſame place with 
a man whoſe ſuppoſed death has given me 
ſo much anguiſh ? But he believes me an 
accomplice in his vile ſteward's guilt. And 
could he hiten to ſuch injurious reports 
of a woman who had preferred him to 
fame and family ; to peace in this world, 


and eternal happineſs in the next? Un- 


grateful man] But Maria has a ſoul! above 


ſecking an explanation. Be thy credulity 
thy 
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thy puniſhment ; and when ſhe is again 
removed far from thee, thou ſhalt know 
her ſtory. Yet the dear, the gentle Safei 
claims a ſhort interview before I leave this 
place. But the letter I wrote her from 
Mouſul, by having diſcovered my attach- 
ment to her brother, muſt render a meet- 
ing on every account improper. 

I ſhall leave this place without delay, to 
prevent a poſſibility of ſeeing either the 
brother or ſiſter. A man, who has pre- 


ſumed to think me wicked, ſhall find that 


I want not fortitude. 


APRIL 23. 


I have this afternoon communicated to 
my friend my wiſh to leave Erzerum in 
two days. She ſeemed ſurpriſed, and be- 

D 2 ſought 
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ſought me to ſtay with her at leaſt one week 
longer, when ſhe promiſes that a proper 
guard ſhall be procured to accompany me 
to Erivan. I aſſured her that I could not 


longer defer my journey; but ſhe told 


me that I was her priſoner, and abſolutely 
mult not be ſet at liberty till every thing is 
properly arranged for my journey. She 
called her huſband, and told him my reſo- 
lution of leaving them ſo ſoon: they joined 
ſo earneſtly in preſſing me to remain a few 
days longer with them, as would have 
made further reſiſtance rudeneſs ; there- 


fore I was obliged to acquieſce. 


APRIL 24. 
I have obtained ſome further particulars 


of a man whom I cannot mention without 
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emotion. He continued in the employ- 
ment to which he had been appointed at 
the time we parted, about three years, 
when he renounced buſineſs, as his health 
was much impaired, and retired to this 
place with a ſplendid fortune. His ſiſter 
had been here before. They live in a very 
magnificent ſtyle; but he goes little abroad. 
Had I but ſome taliſman to render me in- 
viſible, then would I vifit him, and ſearch 
the deep receſſes of his heart; then only 
could I judge what ought to be done. I 
would not wantonly ſport with his ſorrows, 
nor would I attempt to comfort him, if his 
griefs proceed from weak credulity. 


APRIL 25. 
* 


The many enquiries I have made con- 
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have awakened ſuſpicions in my friend. She 
views me attentively when ſhe ſpeaks to 
me about him. I muſt endeavour to elude 
her penetrating eye, by dropping all enqui- 
ries about him. When I reach Erivan, I 
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will write to him; but I am determined 


- . o — 
o — 


to ſee him no more. Cruel Oſman ! thou 
ſhalt one day know that Maria was not 


the guilty creature thou haſt preſumed to 
think her. 


APRIL 26. 


My friend has taken me to ſee ſeveral 
beautiful villas. One ſhe ſhewed me which 

| belongs to the unhappy infatuated man 
who was once ſo dear to me. She wiſhed 
me to enter; but I declined it with fo 
CON much 
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much earneſtneſs, as made her ſay, Upon 
my word, Maria, I know not what to think; 
but you muſt either be the lady he was ſo 
paſſionately fond of, or you fear meeting 
him. The ſirſt is improbable; but if you 
wiſh to guard your heart, avoid the danger- 
ous man; for many have ſighed for him in 
vain. He 1s all that can be conceived, and 
more than I can expreſs; well educated, ele- 
gant and accompliſhed ; and his perſon 18 
allowed to be the handſomeſt in Erzerum. 
You turn pale, my dear; we will talk no 
more of him. 

We are to dine to-morrow at the mer- 
chant's villa: a family party; this is what 
I like, The ſeaſon is charming, and the 
gardens in their perfection. We have al- 


ready been twice at it, and J am more and 
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more delighted with the taſte and beauty 
which appear in the diſpoſition of every 
part of it. From a ſmall temple, which 
ſtands upon a fine eminence, we have a 
view of the two ſources of the Euphrates, 
which run to the northward of the city, 
and enlivening the ſcene of the different 
villas which are ſituated on the banks of 
both, they paſs ſlowly on, to the diſtance 
of fixty or eighty mules, where the ſtreams 
unite, and become capable of navigation 
for ſmall veſſels. I am told that the Eu- 
phrates is the fineſt river in Aſia it is the 
weſtern, as the Tigris is the eaſtern, boun- 
dary of the province of Diarbec, where I 


have paſſed ſo many happy days with my 
Oſman. : 


APR, 
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APRIL 27, at night. 
Such an event I have to relate ! But F 
muſt be more compoſed before I attempt 


to relate it. 


APRIL 28. 


The merchant, his lady, and myſelf, 
went about ten o'clock yeſterday morning. 
to the villa I mentioned. We found the 
ſervants buſied in preparations for a 
magnificent dinner: the beſt apartments 
were thrown open; the ſofas were co- 
vered with embroidered ſatin, and the 
hangings were of a piece. When we had 
taken coffee and ſweetmeats, the lady pro- 
poſed a walk in the garden. I objected to 
the heat of the ſun. We will chooſe a ſhady 
walk, my dear; and taking up her veil, I 
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was obliged to follow. When we had 


taken a few turns, a ſervant came to let her 
know that a lady was arrived who begged 
to ſpeak with her. Excuſe me, my dear, 
for a few minutes, and I will attend you 
again : if, to avoid the ſun, you keep that 
ſhady walk which leads to the temple, 
you will find it pleaſant. We parted, and 
I walked ſlowly on, refleting on the 
paſt, and revolving in my mind different 
plans in regard to my future lot; when I 
obſerved a gentleman reading in another 
walk. He ſaw me, and bowed. Something 
in his air ſtruck me, though but ſlightly. I 
returned his ſalute, and walked on. I 
looked back, as I found he did. He 
made a full ſtop, and then ſeemed to be 
coming towards me, when I turned about, 


in 
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in order to go into the houſe ; but, quick- 
ening his pace, he ſoon joined me, and 
ſaid : I hope, madam, that I do not in- 
trude ; will you permit me to attend you?“ 
At a nearer view of his face, and the ſound 


of his voice, ſo familiar to my ear, I had 
nearly fainted ; but aſſuming all the reſo- 


| lution I could, and drawing my veil fur- 
ther over my face, I thought the opportunity 
favourable for finding out his ſentiments 
before he ſhould diſcover me ; but I did 
not advert to the improbability of remaining 
unknown, when he ſhould hear me ſpeak. 
He ſurveyed me attentively, and ſaid : By 


your. dreſs, madam, I fee you are a 
- ſtranger. . Do you ſpeak Turkiſh or Arme- 


nian? Both, ſir, I anſwered with a 


faltering voice. His curioſity and inquie- 
tude 
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tude ſeemed to increaſe. Have you been 
long, madam, at Erzerum ? Forgive my 
queſtions; but your voice, your figure, 


recall to my mind the image of a lady 


—_—— 


whom J once tenderly loved, but who has 
been long loſt to me. If—but the hope is 
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vain. The angel whom I adored could not 


r 


i 


be a calm and ſilent ſpectatreſs of my emo- 
tion, without condeſcending to put an end 


to the uncertainty which now agitates my 
foul. He ſpoke this with a voice broken 


and ſcarcely articulate z and judging that 


he was on the point of diſcovering me, 1 


ſaid, Perhaps it is in my power to give 
you news of the perſon you mention ; but 
you cannot, fir, wiſh to know any thing 
of one whom you ſuppoſe a ſharer in the 
guilt and flight of your ſteward. 


Maria! 
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Maria! exclaimed he, and threw him- 
ſelf at my feet. He would have taken my 
hand, but I withdrew it indignantly, and 
retired a few ſteps. He aroſe, and was com- 
ing towards me. Approach me not] Let 
the man who could meanly ſuſpect the 
faith of Maria know that thoſe ſuſpicions 
ſnall prove an eternal bar to his hopes. 
Accident alone has produced this interview: 
accept my wiſhes for your happineſs, and 
ſuffer me to retire without ever expecting to 
ſeememore. Iwasleavinghim. Stop, ſaid he, 
or I will follow you to the gates of death. 
His vehemence alarmed me: I ſtood ſtill. 


Forgive me, my angel | but your words 


have not left me maſter of myſelf. Is this 


my Maria, on whom I doted to diſtraction? 


To palliate her own coldneſs, ſhe accuſes 
me 
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me of ſuſpecting her. Condeſcend, ma- 
dam, to explain yourſelf; I ſhall be all 
attention. No, fir; I feel the injury 
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| you have done me too ſenſibly to ſtoop to 
an explanation. Am I at liberty to re- 
tire? You are, madam; abhorred be 


compulfion—TI detain you not. He folded 


his arms, and ſtood as if immovable. 
His attitude, ſo expreſſive of deſpair, af- 
fected me, and I ſtood a moment irreſo- 
lute whether I ſhould go or ſtay. After a 
pauſe, he ſaid, Can this be the woman 
whoſe loſs had nearly driven me to diſtrac- 
tion? which has made me indifferent to 


buſineſs and pleaſure, and which has ſo 


impaired my health as to leave me no pro- 


ſpect but of an early tomb? Say, rather, 


. returned I, that it is the weak and credulous 


woman, 


7 
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woman; who, infatuated by thy profeſſions 
of tenderneſs, preferred thee to honour, 


fame, and every conſideration that ought 


to be dear to a worthy mind; and whom 


thou didſt afterwards injure by the vileſt 
ſuſpicions. Farewell, and expect not that 
I will attempt a vindication, or ever ſee 
thee more. I would have left him; but he 


ſtood in my way, and ſaid, you drive me, 


hard-hearted woman ! to deſpair. If I have 


injured you by ill-grounded ſuſpicions, 
why, when it is in your power, do you not 
clear up to me your conduct? Tell me, 
madam ; deign to oblige an unhappy man, 
who merits not from you this rigour, by 


informing him why you did not follow 


him as you had promiſed ; why you went 


a contrary way with a villain, and in what 


part 
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part of the globe you have reſided during 
a four years abſence. | 

It would be very eaſy for me, fir, to ſa- 
tisfy you in all theſe particulars, in ſuch a 
manner as would make you repent the in- 
jury you have done me; but I fee no pur- 
poſe it could anſwer. I am on my way to 
my father: from Erivan I will write you 
an account of the whole. 

You might as well talk of writing to 


me from heaven. Think you that impa- 


tience like mine can be ſo put off? Maria 


by our former affection, by the vows of 
eternal fidelity, which we in thoſe happy days 
anterchanged, and which have been noted 
above, let me entreat you to favour me 


with a few particulars of what has hap- 


pened to you ſince we parted ; and then, 
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if an eternal ſeparation be your wiſh, I 
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ſhall leave you ſole arbitreſs of my fate. 
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Not even a Maria, once deemed the beſt 
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inclination. We now reached a ſeat, on 
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late to him my whole ſtory, from the time 
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we parted to the preſent moment. The va- 
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rious emotions which agitated him as I 


on 


proceeded, ſhocked me exceſhiyvely. Our 


EEE 


journey from Mouſul to Angora, he was 


moſt inquiſitive about: how did he exe- 
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crate the villain who had conveyed me thi- 
ther! My years of flayery, the account I 
gave him of his child, his death, &c. af- 
fected him much: but when I came to 
that part where I was precipitated into a 
Vor. II. F 
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| hated marriage, he turned pale, and ſaid, 


You have then acted with ſeeming cruelty, 
but confiſtent with that duty, with thoſe 

engagements which ſeparate us for ever. 
Ah ! Maria, you ſhould have told me this 
before. I thank you, madam, for the rela- 
tion you have favoured me with ; my cu- 
rioſity is fully gratified, and I ſhall trouble 
you no further. Pardon me for having ſo 
long detained you—A more fortunate man 


may wait your return. Go, Maria, and 


may you in this marriage find that happi- 


neſs which I can taſte no more] Yet why 


ſhould I thus calmly give you up ? You was 
mine-before he ſaw you.—Be calm, fir, and 


liſten: to me: the engagements I entered 


into were unavoidable, but they were ſoon 
diflolved. Pleaſure re- animated his coun- 
tenance, 
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tenance, and apologizing for his warmth, 
he implored me to proceed, which I did 
with as much firmneſs as I could collect, 
and related every thing without the leaſt 
concealment. 

When I had done, he dropped on one 
knee, and beſought my forgiveneſs for 
having thought me, for one moment, ca- 
pable of change. He took my hand, 
and kiſſing it with emotion, ſaid, And art 
thou, moſt excellent of human creatures, 
reſtored to me once more, after ſuch un- 
exampled ſufferings? Riſe, ſir, ſaid I; that 
Poſture I cannot permit. We muſt part, 
but let it be in peace. Hear me, Ibeſeech 
you, before you ſpeak. I own that my 
affection for you never ſuffered the leaſt 
abatement till I thought myſelf injured by 
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your ſuſpicions, and even then, perhaps, 
I wiſhed your doubts cleared up; but 1 
have lived long in an excellent ſchool, a 
family of Engliſh Chriſtians, who con- 
vinced me that our attachment was EDA 
nal, and I have taken a ſolemn reſolution 
never to renew it; but at the ſame time 


I am ready to give you any aſſurances you 
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may require, that I will never five my 
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| hand to another. My religion I cannot 


— 
— p _ 


renounce, and I expect not that you can 


depart from yours. 
I have heard you in filence, and now let 


me in turn be heard. I never was a Ma- 
hometan from conviction, but from a 
compliance with the wiſhes of the vizir. 
I was young, and he left no methods un- 
tried to induce me to change my religion. 

| After 
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After you was loſt to me, I continued, by 
neceſſity, three years in my employ : I had 
much leiſure; and I determined to exa- 
mine, with impartiality, the proofs of a re- 
ligion, in which, when young, I had been 
educated ; the religion of my. anceſtors, 
and, what was a ſtill more powerful mo- 
tive for my reſearches, the religion of my 
Maria, which had enabled her to reſiſt 
wealth, rank, and the vows of a man, then 
not abſolutely indifferent to her; and alſo 
to reject the viſionary ſcheme of felicity, 
which he promiſed her hereafter. The re- 
ſult of my enquiries was an immediate 


change of opinion : this is known to my 


friends; but Erzerum is not a place of 


| ſufficient ſafety for me to avow publicly my 
principles,asthe'Turks poſſeſs full powerhere. 
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Lively and ſincere was the joy I felt upon 
this information. And do I not, ſaid he, 
read my happineſs in a countenance which 
is incapable of diſguiſe ? Yet ſpeak, and re- 
ſtore me once more to happineſs, for I 
hope no other obſtacles remain to our 
union. 

Long, faid I, as you have poſſeſſed my 
heart, can I deny my hand? Yet conſider, 
fir, before you enter into engagements 
which muſt be laſting as one of our lives, 
that your Maria was for ſome months the 
wife of another : he was always my aver- 
fon, yet——Start not, Maria, ſaid he, 
ſuch frivolous objections; do I not know 
that, when he poſſeſſed your perſon, your 
heart was wholly mine? Indeed you are 
right, for it never has known, or ever can 

know, 
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know, another lord. He appeared overjoy- 
ed, and ſaid a thouſand grateful things, 
which prove that his Maria is ſtill dear to 
him as ever. I propoſed his leaving me, 
that I might return to the houſe, ſaying 
my friend would expect me. And me alfo 
ſhe will expect, ſaid he, for my ſiſter yeſ- 
terday received a note from her, inſiſting 
upon my being at his villa; without com- 
pany or attendance, between ten and eleven 
o'clock this morning. She alſo enjoined 
me to be walking alone in a certain part of 
the garden: ſhe ſaid I might probably ſee 
a lady, whom I was at liberty to accoſt or 
avoid, as her perſon might or might not 
appear to intereſt me. She deſired my 
ſiſter to be here before twelve o'clock, and 


to ſend notice of her arrival, if ſhe ſhould 
E 4 happen 
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happen to be in the garden. This appeared 
extremely myſterious,. and the more, as 
her huſband underwrote a line, urging a 
literal obſervance of his wife's requeſt. 
Let us join our amiable friends, and, in 
our reconciliation and happineſs, give 
them a proof how well their little plan 
was laid. 

We walked into the houſe, where I faw 
my gentle Safie : our joy at meeting was 
fervent and ſincere. With what inimitable 
grace did ſhe compliment me and her 
brother upon the fortunate event which 
had once more united us! The merchant 
and his lady did the fame; and the latter 
faid, ſmilingly, to me: Ah, my dear Ma- 
ria, your fainting at the accidental account 
1 gave you of a certain gentleman, your 


wiſhing 
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wiſhing immediately to leave us, when 
you thought he had entertained a doubt 
of your fidelity; your ſubſequent enqui- 
ries concerning him and his ſiſter, all con- 


vinced me that Nu could be no other than 


the lady he had loſt; and I recollected 


that Safie had told me that her brother's 
favourite was from Erivan : all theſe cir- 


cumſtances made me think that an inter- 
view between you ought to be brought 
about before I ſuffered you to leave me. 
Forgive the little ſtratagem I made uſe of, 
and let me hope that the ſucceſs of it will 
authoriſe the freedom. My Oſman thanked 
her in the warmeſt terms, and we paſſed 
the remainder of the day moſt happily. We 
returned to town together, and to-morrow 
we are to dine with my Oſman and his 


charming ſiſter, 
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58 MEMOIRS OF MARIA, 
APRIL 30. 

I hope my preſent happineſs is not a 
dream, an illuſion, which when I awake 
will vaniſh, We dined yeſterday with the 
dear brother and ſiſter. With what joy 
he welcomed me to his houſe ! as did alſo 
Safie. It is magnificent beyond deſcrip- 
tion. In walking through the rooms, ſoon 


whiſpered my Oſman to me, My Maria 


will make ſuch alterations here as ſhe likes. 


By accident or deſign the company flipped 
away, and left us alone, when he imme- 
diately addreſſed me thus: Can you, my 


deareſt Maria, in *ompliment to a man 


who adores you, condeſcend 'to abate a 
little of we freedom which Chriſtians en- 


joy of viſiting and receiving the viſits of 


mixed companies; and after our marriage, 
| which 


a 
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which muſt be private, live with me in the 
manner adopted by the Turks? My per- 
ſonal ſafety requires that my change of re- 
ligion ſnould not be known. | 

This difficulty, ſaid I, I foreſaw; but in 
the ſociety of my Oſman and his amiable 


fiſter, I ſhall be happy without ſeeing other 


company than he may think proper. Con- 
ſult with my friends what is fit to be done, 
and my cheerful acquieſeence, you may be 
aſſured, will follow. He kiſſed my hand, 
and ſaid, The ſame gentle and generous 
diſpoſition, which ever diſtinguiſhed, in my 
eye, my Maria, above all the women I 


have ſeen, ſtill accompanies all her actions. 


May I hope that my happineſs will be ſoon 


complete ? Ah! fir, faid I, my father is im-- 


patient to ſee a child who has been ſo long 


loſt 
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loſt to him. I cannot give up my duty to 
him : you will, I hope, permit me to go to 
Erivan. What! demanded he, impatiently, 
before you are mine? That I cannot con- 
ſent to; for in that journey I propoſe be- 
ing myſelf your protector; but it muſt be 
after we are united. Here we joined our 


friends, and found among them a moſt 


elegant young lady, daughter to the charm- 


ing Sahe, whom [I had ſeen five years ago 


with her mother in the lonely dwelling. 


Notwithſtanding ſuch a length of time had 
elapſed ſince ſhe ſaw me, and her mother 
had purpoſely concealed from her my be- 


ing in the place, ſhe immediately recol- 


lected me, and flew to embrace me. I 


Na 


folded the ſweet girl in my arms, and told 


3 
© 


her 1 was happy to ſee her ſo much im- 
proved, 
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proved, and hoped we ſhould not now be 
torn from each other as formerly. 8 
Our entertainment was moſt elegant 
and coſtly ; and my Oſman appeared per- 
fectly happy. How often have I accuſed 
Heaven of ſeverity, when it has been pre- 
aring for me ſo large a portion of felicity! 
At parting, he preſſed my hand, and ſoftly 
whiſpered, How can I part with my Ma- 
ria? To-morrow I ſhall call upon your 
friends, and prevail upon them to give 
you ſoon to me, for I cannot live without 
you. | 
He came kither this morning; and, as I 
was in my chamber, he had a long con- 
verſation with my friends, before I was ap- 
priſed of his being in the houſe: at length 
the lady came to me, and told me that 


every 
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every thing had been concluded for my 
marriage the day after to-morrow, if I had 
no objection. Come, my dear, ſaid ſhe, 
let me conduct you to a man, who, for 
advantages of perſon, elegance of man- 
ners, and information, has no equal; and 
who has the moſt tender affection for you. 
She took me by the hand, and at entering 
the room my Oſman met us, and, looking 
at the lady, ſaid, May I hope, madam, 
that my Maria has acquieſced in the ar- 
rangement of her friends? She has, ſir, 
ſaid ſhe. He bowed, but ſpoke not —How 


animated was his countenance and man- 


ner 


To-morrow we are to paſs at the villa 


where our intereſting interview happened. 


viſit 
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viſit you! Both families propoſe to take 


this opportunity of retiring to the coun- 
try for the ſummer. 


Mar 1, at night. 


What a charming day and evening have 

I paſſed ! The gardens were lighted up, 
and we had muſic and dancing in the dif- 
ferent walks. Little ruſtic girls had woven 
crowns of flowers, which they placed on 
our heads. I was alarmed leſt ſuch an 
appearance of feſtivity might create ſuſpi- 
cion; and I aſkeq my Oſman, who ſtood 
a delighted ſpectator, if there was any. 
danger. None at all, my love, ſaid he; 
here are all Chriſtians : to-n.c-:row our 
joy muſt be more moderate, though not, 
I truſt, leſs perfect. From this moment 
3 he 
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he attached himſelf to me for the reſt of 
the evening, and quitted not my fide. He 


led me inſenſibly to the ſpot where we had 


met, and, with his arm round me, walked 


From that to where our reconciliation took 


Place. Here, ſaid he, my fair tyrant ſat 


inveſted with ſovereign power, undeter- 


mined whether ſhe ſhould decree life or 
death (for her ſentence imported no leſs) 
to the ſufferer at her feet : but mercy at 


length prevailed, and ſhe bade her Oſman 
- hve. Ah, fir, ſaid I, this raillery is very 


agreeable ; but 1 fear you are ſtill hurt at 
my behaviour in that interview. By no 
means, my love, ſaid he; I think you acted 
with that degree of ſpirit which every 


woman, who is conſcious of her own in- 


nocencks ought to ſhew, when ſhe ſup- 


= poſes 


A PERSIAN SLAVE. 65 
poſes herſelf ſuſpected of improper con- 
duct: I not only acquit, but applaud you; 
yet this I could not do, if I thought it the 
reſult of abated affection, which I then 
feared. But let us loſe the recollection of 
the paſt in the proſpe& of our approach- 
ing felicity. To- morrow (ſmile on it every 
benignant power 1) gives to me my Maria, 
and with her every thing that can make 


life worth enjoying.—Here we were ſum- 
moned to ſee ſome fire-works played off; 
and a ſumptuous repaſt cloſed the delight- 
ful evening. My Oſman and Safie re- 
turned late to their villa, 

An amiable prieſt, who is related to my 
friends, is to perform the ceremony; in 
his integrity we can entirely confide. But 
this myſterious reſerve is truly mortifying 
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and my father's ſanction is wanting. But 
hence every ſcruple. Soon ſhall I be united 
toa man who has adored me for years, 
and whoſe loſs imbittered all my comforts, k 
from the moment of ſeparation to that 


which reſtored him to me. 


Mar 2. 


All the performers which were engaged, 
to give brilliancy to the various entertain- 
ments of yeſterday, are gone. A ſolemn 
ſtillneſs reigns in every part of this delight- 
ful manſion. The prieſt is come, and the 

ceremony is to be performed in one of the 
temples in the garden, to prevent any ſuſ- 
picion in the domeſtics. Salle is dome 
alone; and her brother, as if by mz, 


is to call — evening 
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Five o'clock. 

I have paſſed an agreeable hour with my 
Safie: ſhe gently re me for being 
low ſpirited at an event which forms the 
felicity of her brother's life; and which, 
ſhe ſays, will moſt aſſuredly confirm that 
of mine. You were formed, ſaid ſhe, for 
each other; and though the moſt atrocious 
villany exerted all its dark ſchemes to ſe- 
parate you, the benignant fates have re- 


united you. As ſhe ſaid this, the moſt 
amiable of men appeared ; joy in his coun- 
tenance, and the moſt animated attention 
in his air, whenever he addreſſed me. The 
folemn moment approaches! Do thou, O 
almighty Dilpoſer of events, look down, 
and ſanctify it with thy approbation ! Let 
che years of ſuffering which I have er- 
* - By perienced 
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68 
, perienced be accepted as an expiation of 


my errors] My friend is here, and infiſts 
upon my quitting the pen. 
Max 3. 


My friend called for my veil, and obliged 
me to accompany her. She conducted 
me to the circle which waited for me. The 
prieſt walked out firſt, then followed my 
friend and her huſband. My Oſman then 
aroſe, and, taking my hand, ſaid, Let us 
no longer, my adorable Maria, defer the 
ceremony which is to make you wholly 
mine. Come, ſiſter, conduct your friend 
to the garden, and I will join you by ano- 
ther walk. In a few moments we all met 
at the temple, here I received the vows 
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mony was over, we mounted our horſes, 
which had been kept in readineſs, and all 
but the prieſt rode to my Oſman's villa. 
We found a magnificent entertainment pre- 
pared, but no other perſons invited. Saſie 
conducted me to ſome very pleaſant apart- 
ments, which were allotted for me. Theſe, 
ſaid ſhe, my deareſt ſiſter, you muſt put up 
with when in the country : in town your 
abode will be more ſuited to the diſtinc- 
tion my brother wiſhes to pay you; he is 
engaged in rei{dering them fit for your re- 
ception. My friend embraced me at tak- 
ing leave, and ſaid, Be thankful, my Maria; 


happy muſt be your lot with ſuch a huſ- 


3 


band and ſuch a ſiſter. My heart was too 
full to anſwer. | 
Where now is my dear benefactreſs? 
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She would ſhare the joy of a creature pre- 
ſerved from defpair by her patience and 
generoſity. How many noble leſſons has 
the read me upon the duty of reſignation 
in dependent beings, and the abſolute cer- 
tainty of misfortunes being ſent for our be- 
nefit, either in this world or a better | My 
heart, I truſt, is meliorated by adverſity. 
Before I felt its heavy hand, pride, vanity, 
and an unpardonable indifference to the 
calamities of my fellow-creatures, were 
not the ſmalleſt of my faults. Long 
ere this I ſhould have flept in my tomb, 
had F not met in others that virtue which, 
in the ſeaſon of proſperity, were ſtrangers 
to my breaft. How inexplicable are the 
ways of Heaven ! The ſeparation from my 


. Ofman once, and for ſo long a time de- 
Nu plored 
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plored with fo much anguiſh, was neceſ- 
| fary in order to form our mutual felicity 
upon its preſent baſis. The ſuppoſed loſs 
of each other has ſerved to augment our 
affeQtion ; and the almoſt miraculous cir- 
cumſtance of our meeting, has given a de- 
licate enthuſtaſm to our attachment, which, 
[ devoutly truſt, will never end. 


May 6. ry 


+ 


We have paſſed three days in that calm 
terene kind of happineſs which is infinitely 
preferable to the noiſe and buſtle of pub- 
lic life. My amiable ſiſter expreſſes <F 
liveheſt joy at the alteration which fo 
few days have made in her brother's health; 
and ſhe declares that ſhe ſhall conſider me 
as her guardian angel as well as his. He 
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was preſent when ſhe ſaid this; and taking 
a hand of each in his, ſaid, True, my dear 
ſiſter, ſhe is indeed ſo; for health and hap- 
pineſs departed with her, and are both re- 


ſtored at her return. May Heaven, pro- 
ceeded he, continue to us our preſent feli- 
city, and we have nothing further to wiſh. 


Mar. 8. 
This morning I aſked my ſiſter to favour 
me with a relation of ſuch events as had 
happened to her ſince we parted, and par- 
ticularly how ſhe had been permitted to 
Mit a retreat in which ſhe had expected to 
end her days. I will give her narrative, as 


nearly as I can recollect, in her own words. 


Long as I had been accuſtomed to ſoli- 


tude, except when it was occaſionally in- 
terrupted 
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terrupted by the arrival of my brother-in- 
law and his friends, I had made up my 
mind to finiſh my days in it, without uſing 
any further efforts to quit it, as every at- 
tempt of that nature had been unſucceſſ- 
ful, from the ſuſpicious temper of my bro- 
ther, who was of opinion that no woman 
who had been a Chriſtian could be faith- 
ful to the Mahometans ; and he uſed to 
upbraid me that his brother had been 
obliged to uſe compulſion before he could 


induce me to renounce my religion and 


become his wife. 

Your arrival at our melancholy dwelling 
ſhook my reſolution. My daughter was 
perpetually urging me to leave that place, 

or to ſend for ſome ladies like you to live 
with us. I afſured her that both were 
equally 


| 
5 
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equally impracticable; and it was with 
extreme anguiſh I ſaw my child growing up 
without a probability of eſtabliſhing her 
properly in life, and my death muſt have 
involved her in the moſt fatal difficulties. 
At a time when not a ray of hope pre- 
ſented itſelf, my brother-in-law arrived 
with three or four of his friends, and de- 
fired to ſee me. I gave orders for his. ad- 


1 Mi & miſhon, when, with a look of anger, which 


he attempted not to conceal, he ſaid, You 
have a brother, I find, a great man, and 
moſt inſolent; but how have you con- 

® rived to let him know that I detain you? 
I ſtarted from my ſeat, and beſought him to 
explain himſelf. Tell me firſt by what 
channel you gave him your news. I ſo- 
lemnly declared that I knew not even of his 

5 being 
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being alive. And dare you, ſaid he ſternly, 


tell me a falſehood ? Read this letter, and 
own your baſeneſs. I was ſhocked at being 
treated with ſuch indignity, but took. the 
letter; and, as his rage was too great to at- 
tend to any thing but invective, he neg- 
lected to demand it, and I have it now in 
my poſſeſſion. 

Safie aroſe, and brought it from her ca- 
binet—theſe are the contents: 


You detain by violence a ſiſter who is 
dearer to me than life, as alfo her daugh- 
ter. Upon the receipt of this letter, 
which, from the precautions I have uſed, 
cannot miſcarry, conduct them without 
delay to ſome city of Aſiatic Turkey, which 


| is governed by officers of the ſultan—the 
nearer 
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nearer to Diarbec the better. A ranſom of 
two thouſand crowns ſhall be paid in fix 
months afterwards, to whomever you ſhall 
appoint to receive it ; and you may depend 
upon running no riſque in complying with 
my demand : but if you refuſe it, know 
that I have intereſt enough with my royal 
maſter, to engage in my cauſe ſuch a 
number of his troops, as ſhall effect the total 
extirpation of your hordes. Give me im- 
mediate information of the place to which 
Safie and her daughter ſhall be conducted, 
that I may take the proper ſteps to have 
them conveyed hither, and give the ne- 
ceſſary orders oy the DE of their 

ranſom. 
 Osman, baſſa of Mouſul. 

| Mouul, May 16. 

I aſked 
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I aſked him, proceeded Safie, what he 
meant to do in the affair, and repeated my 
aſſurance, that I knew not how my bro- 
ther had heard of me. I do not believe 
you, ſaid hez but I mean to take the mo- 
ney, which will be of more ſervice to me 
than keeping you here. Your jewels you 
muſt give up; and prepare yourſelf and 
your daughter to ſet off to-morrow : but 
as I have now no buſineſs near Diarbec, I 
ſhall take you no further than the confines 
of Erzerum. But here is a letter for 


you. I took it, and found that it was 


from my brother, encloſing one from you. 


L loſt no time in making the neceſſary pre- 


parations for my journey; but they per- 


mitted me not to take with me more than 


a change of apparel for myſelf and my 
daughter. 
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daughter. However, he knew not what 
jewels his brother had given me, there- 


fore was ſatisfied with a very inconſider- 


able part; and I thought it no crime to 
retain what were my own, and I carefully 
concealed them in different parts of my 
dreſs. The following day we began our 
journey; but, as you have travelled through 
thoſe parts, I will not trouble you with an 
account of them. We arrivedin ſafety within 
a few miles of Erzerum, when my brother- 
in-law engaged a Turk, whom we overtook 
on the road, to conduct me to the city; but 
firſt telling me that, however ſecure I might 


think myſelf, the means were always in his 
power to cut me off, if I ſhould ever 


attempt to have any force exerted againſt 
him or his friends: and ſaying this, he rode 
7 off 


79 
off with great ſpeed, accompanied by his 
friends. 


At Erzerum I found myſelf without an 
acquaintance ; but I ſent a meſſage to the 


aga, and alſo to the beglerbeg, inform- 
ing them of my relation to Ofman, and 
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entreating them to aſſiſt me in removing 


to Mouſul. I received from both nearly 


the fame anſwer, which was, that they 
would write to the baſſa to know his plea- 
ſure; and as foon as they ſhould receive 
his orders, I might depend upon their doing 
all in their power to ſerve me, and offered 
to tranſmit a letter to my brother, iT 1 
thought proper to write. 

A politeneſs ſo extremely guarded ſur- 
priſed me; but I wrote to him and 'youg 
and determined to wait with patience his 

anſwer, 
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anſwer, as I was told there would be great 
danger in attempting ſuch a journey with- 
out being well attended, for the wander- 
ing natives of Curdiſtan extend their de- 
predations as far as Erzerum. 

I fold ſome of my diamonds, and took 
a ſmall houſe, where I lived in perfect re- 
tirement. Several months elapſed without 
my hearing from my brother, for he had 
left Diarbec : but as the letters had been 
forwarded to him, I was at length made 
happy by the receipt of a moſt affectionate 
letter from him, ſaying, that, earneſtly as 
he wiſhed to ſee me, he thought it moſt 
adviſable for me to remain with my 
daughter at Erzerum, as a misfortune had 
befallen him, which had ſo affected his 
health and ſpirits, as to make him reſolve 
to 
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to renounce buſineſs as ſoon as he ſhould 
obtain his royal maſter's permiſſion for it, 
when he would join me at Erzerum, and 
hoped to find, from a ſiſter whom he ſo 
tenderly loved, the conſolation he ſtood 
ſo much in need of. My letter to you, he 
ſaid, he ſhould retain, though without 
the remoteſt hope of ever having it in his 
power to give it you, as he conſidered 
you urrecoverably loſt to him. 

My brother gave orders for my being 
liberally ſupplied with money, and wrote 
to the beglerbeg and the aga, entreat- 
ing them to have me taken notice of by 
ladies of rank and merit : he ſettled 
every thing in regard to the payment of 
my ranſom, and deſired me to take a hand- 
ſome houſe, and in every reſpect live in 

Vor- II. G ſuch 
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ſuch a manner as ſhould leave him no 
room to fear that I wanted any conveni- 
ence in his abſence. It was long before 
leave was granted him to reſign, but at the 
end of three years he arrived at Erzerum. 
We did not know each other at firſt ſight ; 
and the more I ſaw of him the leſs recog- 
nized the amiable ſprightly youth once ſo 
dear to me : but a filent melancholy hung 
on him, which all my attentions, and the 
{till more lively ones of my daughter, were 
inſufficient to diſpel. His company was 
ſought by the firſt perſons in the place; but 
I obſerved that he did violence to his incli- 
nation whenever he was obliged to go into 
company. This ſtate of dejeCtion alarmed 
me very much, and his health viſibly de- 


clined. However, about four months be- 


fore 
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fore your arrival, he received a letter, which 


he told me had afforded ſome lights which 
he hoped might be uſeful in the detection 
of ane of the moſt atrocious plots which 
had ever been laid by man. It was from 
a Greek girl, who had been one of your 
attendants. Aſpaſia | cried I eagerly; was 


that her name ? It was. How then can 


it be that your brother has never mention- 


ed to me this circumſtance? Indeed, I don't 
know; but the letter was long, and I dare 


ſay he will ſhew it you, and alſo inform 


you what ſteps he took in conſequence of 


it. Juſt then my Oſman returned from 
riding, and came into my apartment as my 
ſiſter was retiring to dreſs. I immediately 
aſked him why he had ſo long deprived me 
of the pleaſure of hearing that my Aſpaſia 
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was living. Why, my dear, ſaid he, be- 
cauſe I think you have had enough of ſuſ- 
penſe, and it is yet extremely uncertain 
whether or not I may ſucceed in getting her 
to Erzerum therefore I had determined 
to wait till I ſhould again hear from the 
good girl, for I returned an immediate an- 
ſwer to her letter, and then I had propoſed 


communicating to you the whole. My 
Maria may be perſuaded that I ſhall never 
conceal from her any thing that would 
give fer pleaſure to know ; but ſuch mat- 
ters as might diſturb a ſergpity to which ſhe 
has been ſo long a ſtranger, I muſt be per- 
mitted to conceal. You are always kind 


and conſiderate ; but you muſt entertain 
a very indifferent opinion of your Maria, 
if * think that ſhe id pot as deſrous of 


Haring 
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ſharing your cares as your pleaſures e 
have been mutual ſufferers, and let us 
equally participate all the future events of 
life, be they happy or otherwiſe. Be it 
then ſo, my angel, for long did I ſuffer 
from the weight of uncommunicated mi- 
ſery. In your faithful boſom will I hence- 
forth depoſit all my cares, if any I ſhould 
have; and what man can preſume to ex- 
pect a total exemption from ſorrow ? A 
very fine Greek poet fays, chat tyo urns 
have always ſtood by the throne of, Jove, 
one being the ſource of good, the other of 
evil, from whende the cups of mortals are 
filled. To ſome is granted a larger por- 
tion of the one or the other, but to 
moſt the draught is mingled. Few are 
long and completely miſerable ; and the 

G 3 hap- 
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happieſt find that in this ſtate there are 


certain limitations in their organs, or ſome- 


thing in the ceconomy of nature, which 
admit not of their enjoying perfect feli- 

J admire, ſaid I, the thought of your 
poet; but as we have experienced ſo much 
evil, is there preſumption in hoping that 


our ſorrows are at an end? By no means, 


returned he, for the beneficent Father of 


mankind delights in ſeeing his creature 


52 happys but it is our duty to ſubmit to the 


laws by which the world is governed, how- 
ever they may militate againſt our private 
intereſts and affeCtions, aſſured that they 
are intended to promote the general good, 
and often that of individuals. Y ou and I, 
Maria, have had the fulleſt conviction of 
_—_ | this 
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this truth, and I hope it will have a pro- 
per influence upon our future lives. | 
There was a graceful ſolemnity in his 
manner, which, accompanying an eaſy 
elocution, intereſted me exceſſively. I was 
ſilent, in hopes he would have proceeded; 
but he aroſe, and ſaid he would bring me 
Aſpaſia's letter; which he did; and I will 
tranſcribe it the firſt leiſure moment 1 


have. 


Mar 10. 


The following is my poor Aſpaſia's letter. 


Mx Loxp, 


HavinG an opportunity of ſending a 2 = 


letter to Erzerum, and hearing that you 
now reſide there, I write, in the anguiſh of 
64 my 
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my heart, to know if you can give me news 
of my beloved lady. Can ſhe have forgot- 
ten her faithful Aſpaſia ? Impoſſible ! Did 
you, my lord, mean to leave her for ever, 
and in the hands of your wicked ſteward, 
and to give myſelf and two other of the 
women to Zailida, with all my lady's 
clothes? for ſo the wretched creature tells 


me. She ſays you was tired of my lady, 


and reſigned her to him, as he was in love 
with her. But this is impoſſible. Gene- 
rous, humane, and juſt as you are in every 
action of your life, I know you could not 
have conſpired againſt a perſon who poſ- 
ſeſſed every virtue, and who loved you 


. oſt ſincerely. I have preſumed to tell 
b ler that what ſhe ſays cannot be true. It 


is as true, ſaid ſhe, as that Maria and the 
_ baſſa 
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baſſa will never meet again. And is ſhe 
not with you? Is ſhe really abandoned by 
you? Write to me, my lord, I implore 
you, and condeſcend to inform me if Zai- 
lida is right. Be pleaſed to direct to me 
to the care of Mr. Demetrius Policroni, 
Greek merchant, at this place; and will 
you, my lord, enquire if one Andrew Pa- 


naioli has been heard of at Erzerum ? 


My poor father | God knows whether he 


eſcaped, or was captured by the Curdes. 
The life that this Zailida leads is that of 


the moſt abandoned of ber ſex; and I ſuſ- 


pect that ſhe has been an accomplice in a 
plot which has been maſt deeply laid. If 
this ſhould be the caſe, you muſt have ſuf- 
hcient power to bring her to juſtice z and 
you may rely upon me as an unequivocal 


evi- 
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evidence againſt her, and of my giving every 
poſſible proof of the duty and reſpea 
which I owe to you, and my honoured 


lady. 
ASPASIA. 


I have aſked my Oſman what anſwer he 
rezurned to this letter, when he ſhewed 


me the following : 


I soup have ſuppoſed that Aſpaſia, 
- whoſe education ſets her above the com- 
mon rank of women, poſſeſſed more diſ- 
cernment than to credit the aſſertion of a 
creature, who, loſt to every ſenſe of vir- 
tue, ſeeks only to betray. No news can 
I give you of the unhappy perſon of whom 
you enquire, except that I hear ſhe left 
Mouſul with my ſteward and one maid, 
| and 
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and that all my property was carried off at 
the ſame time. I know you are above ſeeking 
reward for the diſcharge of a duty, yet if 
you can be uſeful to me in developing the 
dark plot by which your miſtreſs has been 
loſt to me, you may command any thing 
that is in my power to grant. 'The moſt 
probable means, I believe, will be to in- 
gratiate yourſelf into the confidence of 
Zailida, and endeayour to learn what route 
the villain took who conveyed her away, 
and ſuch other particulars as may be uſe- 
ful; and give your depoſition to the com- 
manding officer of the place, to whom I 
write to receive it. He will then take the 
proper ſteps in the affair, and perhaps 
that bad woman may be glad to part with 


you and your companions, as the only 
means 
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means by which ſhe can eſcape puniſh- 
f ment. However, if this ſhould not be che 
1 caſe, he has my orders to ranſom you, and 
to find a proper conveyance for ſending 
you'to Erzerum, where I have the plea- 
ſure to inform you that your father is 
comfortably ſituated, and is overjoyed to 
think he ſhall ſoon ſee you. Be active, my 
good girl, and haſten to me ſome intelli- 
by gence z for it is in your power to termi- 
| nate the long and painful ſuſpenſe which 
has been experienced by 
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Heaven knows what may be the reſult of 
theſe meaſures. Moſt happy ſhould I be to 
fee my dear Aſpaſia; but I fear that Zai- 
lida will not part with her. 
a Mar 


May 18. 

Though my Oſman has renounced the 
cares of public life, he ſtill perſeveres in 
that active ſyſtem of philanthropy which 
he practiſed in former days. We were 
riding out yeſterday towards evening, and 
paſſing by an humble cottage, ſaw a ſine 
little healthy looking boy, of about fix 
years old, ſtanding at the door. We were 
ſoon near enough to hear him call out— 
O, father and mother, here is the good 
gentleman who fent a doctor to make 
you well, and gave you ſo much money 
to buy victuals for us all. At hear- 
ing this I ſtopped my horſe, and in a mo- 
ment two other little children, with a 
very decent man and woman, though both 
very pale, ran out of the houſe, and with 
claſped hands implored bleſſings upon their 
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benefactor. My Oſman thanked them, and 
aſked after the good old man. O, my 


lord, replied the father of the children, 
you have made us all well. At this inſtant 
came tottering under the infirmities of ad- 


vanced age a venerable man, who, in a 


kind of ſpeechleſs rapture, more eloquent 
than words, looked at my Oſman, and 
then raiſed his ſupplicating hands and eyes 
to Heaven. We were both affected at this 
ſolemn act of gratitude ;z and he ſaid, You 
oppreſs me, my good friends, by this exceſs 
of thankfulneſs: I am glad to ſee you all 
well. Come, ſaid he to me, let us leave 
theſe good people to their repoſe ; and was 
riding off: but they all entreated us to 
ſtop and taſte ſome of their fruits. He 
would have excuſed himſelf ; but obſerving 

that they cngaged my attention, he aſked 
me 
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me if I would ſtop for a few moments. 
By all means, I ſaid; and we diſmounted. 
They led us into their cot, the neatneſs 
of which I had never ſeen equalled. They 
immediately placed a table before us, and 
from their garden gathered ſome very good 
fruit, which the young people offered with 
a modeſt and timid gracefulneſs. 'The 
venerable old man, obſerving the irreſolu- 
tion of the others, advanced, and ſaid, 
Come, my children, take courage, and offer 
your humble repaſt to our preſerver. You 
are poor—have been miſerable—but till 
you are innocent; and the divine poet of 
my country ſings, that Jove, the almighty 
father of gods and men, diſdained not, 
with his celeſtial train, to ſhare the Ethio- 


pian's blameleſs feaſt. As you, my lord, 
| 3 in 
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in protecting the friendleſs, and ſuccour- 
ing the unhappy, imitate the immortals, 
condeſcend to honour us by taſting our 
humble fare. So ſaying, he preſented a 
plate of fruit to his benefactor. 

He ſpoke in the Turkiſh language, but 
with a Greek accent; yet the dignity of his 
manner ſeemed to ſtrike my Oſman as 
much as it did me. We ate very heartily, 
and paſſed half an hour with them; and 
departed with their bleſſings and prayers 
for the happineſs of their benefactor. 

After we had left them, I could not help 
aſking my Oſman if he knew any thing of 
theſe people. Very little, my dear, ſaid 
he; they are ſtrangers, and have been 
here but about a twelvemonth. They were 
| ſome time ago in great diſtreſs, and the old 


man 
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man and his daughter were extremely ill 
of a fever. It was at a time when my own » 
health required country air, and the at- 
tendance of a phyſician. Accident gave 
me a knowledge of their unhappy ſitua- 
tion, which is much amended. But the 


old man, fir, do you not think he has ſeen 
better days? I have not a doubt of it, my 
Maria, replied he. But J do not think that 
my having reheved them from a temporary 
diſtreſs gives me a right to enquire: into 
their private affairs. They are placed 
above want, and I mean to do ſomething 


for the boys. 

This delicacy of their benefactor is con- 
ſiſtent with his uſual rectitude of thinking 
and acting; but I ſhould be glad to 
make ayfew enquiries, if you permit me; 
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ſome extraordinary event muſt have hap- 
pened to plunge them into the diſtreſs from 
which you have relieved them. I ſhould 
be ſorry to deny your requeſt, as I am 
perſuaded that humanity 1s your motive in 
wiſhing to know their ſtory. But I ſhould 
be unwilling that any enquiry was made in 
my preſence ; and how can you ſee them 
without me ? We will ſend for the old 
man to your ſeat, if you pleaſe. Why, my 
dear, I think we had better ſpare him that 
trouble, as he is but juſt recovered, and we 
will {ome afternoon ſend a repaſt to their 
cottage, and go ourſelves and ſhare it with 
them, and then I will give you an opportu- 
-nitggfgratifying your good natured curioſity. 
Izeed not caution you to ſpare their feel- 


ings as much as poſhble. The pnhappy 
have 
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have a claim above all others to the moſt 
delicate regards.—Was ever man like this ? 


And he thought and acted in the ſame 


manner when under the influence of a 


wrong religion. Virtue in him muſt be 
innate, and independent of any mode of 
faith whatever. 


Upon our return I related to my ſiſter 


our adventure, and ſhe declares that ſhe 


muſt be of our party when we vifit the 
good people again. 


May 20. 8d 


My Oſman ſaid to me to-day in a man- 
ner half ſerious, half gay, Maria, I have 
a heavy charge to bring againſt you: I 
ſtarted, and, with ſome emotion, aſked in 
what I had offended. Why, returned he, 


H 2 in 


— rr 


ro __ 32 LE 
= LO Os — * 


2 2 
+ * 78 - 
- F, Ca I7 - J —— — x Oy __— * 


Fer i 
. _ WB Fr 


- roo MEMOIRS OF MARIA, 


in not bringing me acquainted with a wor- 
thy man, to whom you have a thouſand 

| obligations, which you gave me not an 
opportuſey of even thanking him for. I 
took a ride to- day to ſee your kind friends, 
and there I met Mr. Johnſon. I was ex- 
2 ceedingly pleaſed with the polite frankneſs 
of his manner, and enquired of your friends 
who hewas; judge my pleaſure, whenl found 
it was a man to whom I hold myſelf ſo much 
indebted for the ſervices he had rendered 
my Maria. He knows our ſtory, and I 
have invited him to paſs a few days with 
me. You will have no objection to ſee 
him. Objection ! No indeed, for I re- 
gard him as a parent, and am very ſorry 
that he is above receiving the leaſt token 
of my eſteem. I wiſhed much to ſee him ; 
but 
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but after the ſtipulation you made with me 
when I dined in your houſe in town, I did 
not think myſelf at liberty to * your 
permiſſion to ſee even him. 

You miſtook my meaning. I only in- 
tended to hint to you the neceſſity there 
would be of obſerving certain reſtrictions 


in regard to indifferent perſons. The vi- 


ſits of your Chriſtian friends you may re- 


ceive at all times; and now we are in the 


country, no reſtraint is neceſſary. 


Mar 22. | 
Mr. Johnſon arrived this afternoon. He 


congratulated me in the moſt friendly 
manner upon my preſent happineſs, and 


turning to my Oſman ſaid, You only, fir, 


could reward this excellent lady. I am 
H 3 
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flattered, returned he, by your good opi- 
nion; but her ſufferings and her merit 
Heaven only can reward. Ah! Mr. John- 
ſon, ſaid I, you do not yet know my Oſ- 
man, or you would be convinced that no 
woman could merit the lot I have drawn. 
God bleſs you, my dear lady, ſaid he; and 
may your mutual happineſs never ſuffer 
an abatement. | 

An expreſs has been diſpatched toErivan, 
informing my father of our marriage, and 
leaving to him the choice whether we ſhall 
viſit him in the autumn, or he oblige us 

with his preſence at Erzerum. 
Mr. Johnſon, my Oſman, Safie, and my- 
ſelf, with ſuitable attendants, went two 
days ago to ſee the ſource of the Tigris 


and Euphrates. The ſpot is romantic be- 
| f yond 
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yond imagination. 'The tops of the moun- 
tains were covered with ſnow ; lower, a 
thouſand ſhrubs of the brighteſt verdure 
gladdened the eye, and at their feet were 
numberleſs lofty trees, over-ſhadowing 
with their branches cluſters of ſmooth 
limpid waters, ſome larger, ſome ſmaller, 
in form of lakes. This group in "Turkiſh 
is called the Thouſand Lakes. 

From the mountains the water guſhes 
in delightful caſcades, and in concert with 
the waving branches of the trees diſpoſed 
the mind to a ſoft melancholy, which being 
unmixed with ſorrow, excited a moſt pleaſ- 
ing ſenſation. 

After we had walked about an hour, 
examining the various beauties of e 
that preſented themſelves to our obſerva- 
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tion, my Oſman conducted us to a ſpot 
where we found a magnificent tent pitched, 
and an elegant repaſt prepared ; but the 
converſation of the gentlemen was the 
moſt agreeable part of the entertainment, 
as it was replete with inſtruction. It is 
difficult to ſay who was moſt delighted 
with the charming excurſion. 

We find that Mr. Johnſon came to Erze- 
rum in hopes to recover ſome debts, which 
it is feared he will not ſucceed in. This 
we have heard by accident; and my Oſman 
had ſome converſation with him to-day 
upon the ſubject of eſtabliſhing a houſe 
here, and aſked him if a man who un- 
derſtands buſineſs could have a pretty 
good proſpect of ſucceſs by opening a 


houſe at Erzerum, with a capital of twenty 


3 or 
7 
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or thirty thouſand crowns. He ſaw not to 
what the queſtion tended, and anſwered, 
that by what he could learn during his 
ſhort ſtay here, he had not a doubt of its 
being attended with every advantage that 
could be deſired. Why, then, ſaid my ge- 
nerous Oſman, I have ſuch a ſum by me, 
which is quite uſeleſs. Can you find me 
out a man who would take the manage- 
ment of it? I receive no intereſt ; and if 
the capital be repaid in fourteen or fifteen 
years, it would be as ſoon as I ſhould wiſh 
for it, as I can have no children to eſtabliſh 
before that time. 

Mr. Johnſon coloured, and faid he was 
a ſtranger in the place, and if he was ever 
ſo well acquainted, ſhould be very cautious 
of recommending any perſon to ſo import- 
ant a truſt, My 
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My Oſman made a ſign to me to ſpeak, 
and I faid, My dear fir, cannot you pre- 
vail upon yourſelf to oblige my Oſman in 
this point ? You have conferred many fa- 
vours on his Maria; add to them by mak- 
ing us both happy in your ſociety at Erze- 
rum. 

What can I ſay, my too generous friends? 
will you be juſtified by prudence in placing 
ſo unlimited a confidence in a perſon who 
is almoſt a ſtranger to you both? Let that 
care be ours, ſaid my Oſman; oblige me in 
this affair, and I ſhall conſider you as my 
friend as well as my Maria's. 

Upon one condition then it muſt be: 
that you permit me to reſtore it ſo ſoon as 
I find that ſucceſs is not likely to attend the 
undertaking ; or, if I ſhould be fortunate, 
that you accept half the profits. 
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So then, ſaid my Oſman ſmiling, you 
make me a partner in trade. Very well, 
Mr. Johnſon ; but we will not fall out 
about trifles; and whenever you think pro- 
per to enter upon buſineſs, the money 
ſhall be paid down. 

Forgive me, fir, ſaid the good man, if I 
have not words to expreſs the feelings of 
my heart. Sure the prejudices of my 
countrymen againſt the nations of the eaſt 
would vaniſh, were they to witneſs this 
ſcene. But ſuch is the pride of man! We 
are all apt to arrogate virtues from acci- 
dental circumſtances, from locality, birth, 
riches, &c. and hence that ſpirit of phi- 
lanthropy which ought to direct us in our 

view of mankind, is totally loſt, and we 


ſee nothing amiable, nothing liberal out of 
the 
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the limited circle in which we move. Were 
we thus regarded by the Creator, we 
ſhould not be permitted long to enjoy our 
boaſted ſuperiority. 

Theſe are ſentiments, ſaid my Oſman, 
which do honour to your heart : but we 
muſt not aim at perſuading the world to 
adopt our mode of thinking; nor can I, 
indeed, conſider the diverſities of opinion 
which actuate individuals, any more than 
the different political ſyſtems of nations, 
as prejudicial to the general intereſts of 
mankind; for the confuſion that would in- 
evitably enſue were all to be actuated by 
the ſame views and purſuits, is obvious; 
and even that partiality which we have 
for our country and religion, is often pro- 
ductive of the higheſt advantage to the ſtate 
of which we are members. 
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May 30. 

Mr. Johnſon is gone to town, and pro- 
poſes immediately to take a houſe and en- 
gage proper aſſiſtants for his buſineſs.— 
Heaven grant him ſucceſs. 

The firſt moment that I was alone with 
my Oſman, I took the opportunity of 
thanking him for his generous attention to 


my friend. What, ſaid he, have I beſtowed 


that is not yours? Are not our fortunes, 
as our hearts, united? And can we 
make a better uſe of it than in aſſiſting 
the unfortunate? The poſts I have filled, 
though I never purſued the deſtructive 
maxims of my predeceſſors, of plundering 
or oppreſſing the people whom I was ſent 
to protect, have made my fortune yery 
large for a private man; and if we ſhould 
| be 
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be blefled with children, we will bring them 
up without ambition, and we ſhall have 


enough foras many as Heaven may ſend us. 


Jux 6. 

Safie has permitted her daughter to paſs 
a week with the Perſian merchant's lady, 
and yeſterday evening we ſent ſome pro- 
viſions to my favourite cottage, and ſoon 
followed them. The joy the good people 
expreſſed upon the occaſion was very 
great; but the polite affability of the bro- 
ther and ſiſter reſtored them ſoon to that 
ſerenity, which, as being leſs tumultuous, 
muſt be a more pleaſing ſenſation. The 
old man formed the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
character in the intereſting group, He 
| ſpoke ſeveral times to his daughter in 


Greek ; but as I found his gratitude was 
lead- 
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leading him into extravagant praiſes of our 
condeſcenſion, &c. I took an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking to him in that language. 
He appeared much ſurpriſed and em- 
barraſſed: but ſoon recollecting himſelf, 
ſaid, It cannot, madam, be at Erzerum 
you have learned my language, as your 
dreſs ſhews that you are not a Greek. 
You are right, my friend, ſaid I; at Erze- 
rum I am almoſt a ſtranger. 'The little 
Greek I ſpeak I acquired at Angoura. But 
how, faid I, is it that a perſon of your ap- 
pearance and education is an humble cot- 
tager in this country? Ah! madam, faid 


he, you are young, and cannot have an 


idea of the fickleneſs of fortune. But if 


you have patience, I ſhall be happy to re- 
late to you my ſtory. The offer being vo- 
luntarily 
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luntarily made, my Oſman and his fiſter 
remained in the room. I aſſured him that 
1 ſhould think myſelf obliged by his confi- | 
dence. He put his hand to his breaſt, and 
bowing, thus began: 

My father was a native of Conſtanti- 
nople, and deſcended from one of thoſe 
aneient families who trace their lineage 
mueh higher than the conqueſt of that 
city, by Mahomet the Second, in the fif- 
teenth century. His prudence kept him 
equally from an oftentatious diſplay of his 
wealth, or the dangerous ambition of hold- 
ing any employment under the govern- 
ment. He had received from his father a 
liberal education ; and, as he had only two 
ſons, he devoted a large portion of his 
time to the cultivation of our minds. My 

mother 
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mother had alſo a taſte for polite literature, 
and ſhared with him the pleaſing taſk. 
But when my brother was ſixteen years 
old, and myſelf under fifteen, we had the 
misfortune to loſe our excellent parents : 
they both died of the plague. The officers 
of ſtate made what arrangements they 


thought fit in regard to our property, and 
we were ſuffered to live with ſome diſtant 


relations for two or three years, when an 
humble repreſentation was made by them 
of bur defenceleſs ſituation, and praying 
that our fortunes might be reſtored to us. 
We each received a few thouſand piaſtres 
and though this was a very inconſiderable 
part of the effects left by our parents, yet 
we were adviſed to accept it without hint- 
ing our diſſatisfaction. | 


Vor. II. I My 


a je. 
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My brother was prevailed upon to enter 
into the Ruſſian ſervice, andIaccompanied a 
merchant, who had been a particular friend 
of my father, to Smyrna. I remained 
with him about five years, when he be- 
ſtowed on me his daughter, and aſſociated 
me in his buſineſs; but he died ſoon after- 
wards. 

Fortune now ſeemed willing to make 
amends for her paſt ill treatment. My 
affairs proſpered beyond my moſt ſanguine 
expectations, and I foon found myſelf in 
poſſeſſion of a very handſome fortune. 
We were bleſſed with one daughter, and 
we endeavoured to give her the beſt edu- 
cation in our power. Her attainments 


kept pace with our wiſhes ; and when ſhe 


was near fixteen years of age, as it 


ap- 
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appeared unlikely that we ſhould have 
more children, I determined to retire from 
buſineſs, and paſs the remainder of my life 
in eaſe and independance. 2 

We had many advantageous offers for 
eſtabliſhing our daughter; but I preferred 
giving her to that young man, who 1s de- 
ſcended froman ancient and worthy family, 
who had ſuffered a variety of misfortunes, 
and were much decayed in their circum- 
ſtances; but his virtues made large amends 
for that deficiency. 

We had lived many years in the molt per- 
fect harmony, each individual of the family 
ſtriving who ſhould moſt promote the hap- 
pineſs of the reſt. I avoided making any 
purchaſe of lands or houſes, and kept my 


wealth within as ſmall a compaſs as poſ- 
. ſible. 
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ſible. But it was known by many that 1 
was rich; and I one day received a com- 
mand from the muſalim * to attend him, 
which I obeyed. He told me the ſultan was 
engaged in an expenſive war, on theſucceſsof 
which the ſplendor of the Ottoman empire 
depended, and that all who enjoyed his 
maſter's high protection muſt contribute 
their part towards the vigorous proſecution 
of it. You Greeks, proceeded he, are 
with reaſon much ſuſpected by his high- 
neſs; and the only method you can take to 
obviate his doubts of your loyalty, is to 
offer voluntarily to the utmoſt of your abi- 
lities. I was ſilent. Do you heſitate ? de- 
manded he ſternly. | 

My lord, faid I, I have a large family 

* Governor, 


(my 
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(my daughter was then the mother of 
three children); but what I can do I will. 
Name the ſum, faid he. Five thouſand piaſ- 
tres, my lord, is the utmoſt I can ſpare, 
without injury to perſons more dear to me 
than liberty or life. This, ſaid he, we 
will try immediately; and making a ſign 
to his guards, I was taken into cuſtody. 
He then ſent to my ſon-in-law, and ex- 
torted from him large ſums of money, his 
wife ſupplicating him to comply will all 
their demands, leſt his life ſhould alſo be 
endangered. 'This done, ſome groundleſs 
plea of diſaffection on my part to the go- 
vernment was urged, and my houſe was 
ſtripped, and myſelfdetained long in priſon. 
Theſe misfortunes ſo greatly affected the 
health and ſpirits of my wife, as brought 

I 3 on 
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on a malady which terminated her life be- 
fore I could obtain permiſſion to ſee her. 
At length further rigour to an old man, 
emaciated by affliction and long confine- 
ment, was deemed uſeleſs, and I was ſet 
at liberty. Little of my property had been 
ſaved ; but we determined to depart from 
Smyrna with thar little, and ſeek under a 
more equitable government—pardon me, 
my lord (bowing to his benefactor)—that 
ſafety, which in Turkey had been denied 
us. 

Juſt at this time a veſſel from Conſtan- 
tinople touched at Smyrna, on her way to 
Leghorn, and I applied to the captain to 
convey myſelf and my family thither. He 


conſented, and we embarked as much of 


our little property as remained, and were 


| — 4 ſoon 
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Toon to go on board ourſelves. The cap- 
tain and merchant, the latter a Turk, in- 
vited me and my ſon to dine on board; 
and we obſerved them often in cloſe con- 
ſultation, and a ſuſpicious reſerve appear- 
ed in the countenance of the merchant, 
which I endeavoured to diſſipate by en- 
tering into a free converſation with him; 
and I recounted to him my misfortunes, 
mixing, perhaps, with my narrative, ſome 
aſperity againſt the cruelty of my oppreſ- 
ſors. In the evening we went on ſhore, 
as the wind continued unfavourable ; but 
it changed in the night, and the ſhip 
ſailed, and all my property was carried 
ot. 


Early in the morning I received an order 


* 


from the muſalim to leave Smyrna in t 


I 4 days. 
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days. One of his officers was a friend of 
mine, and he let me know that an infor- 
mation had been given againſt me the pre- 
ceding evening by a Turkiſh merchant 
on board a veſſel which had ſailed in the 
night. Another ſhip was upon the point 
of departure for Italy, in which I em- 
barked, ſtipulating with the captain that he 
ſhould land my family at the iſland of Scio, 
where I propoſed that they ſhould remain 
till my return, We had a tedious paſlage, 
and upon our arrival at Leghorn I heard 
that the ſhip had juſt touched there to 
land the merchant and his effects, which 
he had immediately diſpoſed of, and had 
not been heard of after the completion of 
his quarantine : ſome were of opinion that 


be was returned to Conſtantinople. The 


6 ſhip = 
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ſhip had ſailed for Naples: thither I went, 
but the captain had died on the paſſage, 
and his mate told me that the Turk had re- 
ceived from the captain all my effects, de- 
claring that he would ſend them to me. 
My affairs were in this deſperate fitua- 
tion, when I met with an old friend at 
Naples, who was going to ſettle at Trebi- 
ſond; and he propoſed my accompanying 
him, promiſing me a ſhare of his buſineſs, 
and to ſtop at the Archipelago to take up 
my family; and ſaid he did not doubt of 
ſinding out the villain who had betrayed 
me, which indeed was an eaſy matter, as 
his perſon was remarkable. I accepted my 
friend's offer, as I was without any other 
reſource, We had a proſperous voyage 
as far as Scio, where we embarked my fa- 


mily. At 
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At Conſtantinople we made numberleſs 
enquiries about the wretch that had in- 
volved me in ſuch difficulties; but he was 
not returned: and we learned that ſeveral 
perſons had received orders from a man of 


rank in Aſia to uſe every method for diſ- 


covering ſuch a perſon, as he had been 


entruſted with immenſe effects, with which 
and a favourite lady he had eſcaped.— The 
villain ! The ſteward ! exclaimed my Oſ- 
man and I in a breath. 'The old man 
ſeemed ſurpriſed ; but we deſired him to 
deſcribe the perſon of the man who had 
injured him, and we found that it was the 
identical ſteward, the vile Ali, who had 
cauſed all my misfortunes. We then re- 
queſted him to proceed. 


The adventures of merchants, reſumed 
he, 
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he, are in general unintereſting, as they 
conſiſt of little more than buying and 
ſelling. We took in a large quantity of 
goods at Conſtantinople, and freighted a 
ſmall veſſel. We found the navigation 
of the Black Sea tedious, as well as tem- 
peſtuous; but we at length arrived at 'Tre- 
biſond, where my friend opened a com- 
mercial houſe, and for upwards of a 
twelvemonth we ſucceeded tolerably well. 
A plan was then ſuggeſted to him of at- 
tempting an eſtabliſhment at Erzerum, 
which pleaſed him fo much that he earneſtly 
perſuaded me to conduct my family to that 
place; and ſee what could he done. I 


obeyed, but found that, to enſure a bare 


Probability of ſucceſs, a much larger c 


tal was requiſite than we could command. | 
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This I informed him of, and begged his 
directions. He returned me an anſwer, 
which I will ſhew you. The good man 
aroſe and brought a letter, of which the 


following is a copy: 


My dear Friend, 
I ax ſorry that our hopes of doing bu- 


fineſs at Erzerum do not anſwer. The 
veſſel we expected from Conſtantinople, 
and which we did not enſure, is loſt with 
her cargo. Several perſons with whom 
we have done buſineſs have uſed us very 
Ml; and Mahomet ben Ali, who owed us 
ſo much money, has failed, and has little 
to pay his creditors. In fine, we can hold 
out no longer. For myſelf I am leſs con- 


cerned than for you, as I have no family. 


But 


A PERSIAN SLAVE. 125 


But notwithſtanding our preſent trouble, I 
have good news for you. A friend at 
Leghorn writes me that the wretch who 


endeavoured to ruin you is now an inha- 
bitant of that place, and makes a great 
figure, having taken the proteCtion of that 
free port. But he doubts not of your re- 
ceiving ample ſatisfaction for the injury he 
has done you, if you apply to the Grand 
Duke, who is deſervedly celebrat ed for his 
juſtice and humanity. Quit Erzerum, and 
go as ſoon as poſſible to Italy, and may bet- 
ter fortune attend you than has been expe- 
rienced by 5 


Your true friend, &. 


My Oſman read this letter, which was 
written in Greek, and begged the vener- 
able man to favour him with it for a fer 


days. 
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days. He readily conſented, and we 
entreated him to proceed. The re- 
mainder of my ſtory, ſaid he, is ſhort. 
The few reſources that we poſſeſſed at 
our arrival, though managed with the 
utmoſt ceconomy, were ſoon exhauſt- 
ed. We were obliged to retire to this 
little cottage, as we had no money to un- 
dertake a journey. My daughter was taken 
ill, and my own health was alſo declining, 
when you, my lord, heard of our ſuffer- 
ings, and with unexampled generoſity re- 

lieved them.—He bowed, and was filent. 
We thanked him for having favoured us 

with his affecting ſtory, and took our leave. 


Jux 10. 
The meaſures that my Oſman propoſes 
to adopt are theſe: to inveſt the old 
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man's 
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man's ſon-in-law, who has a very good 
appearance and addreſs, with full powers 
to recover the ſums which the vile ſteward 
carried off. He is to depart in a few 
days for Italy, and the reſt of the family 


are to be lodged in a convenient houſe at 


Erzerum till his return. 


JuxEt 20. 


He is gone, and I hope the poor old 


» 


man will recover his property, and the 


vileſt of men be obliged to refund the ef- 


fects of my Oſman. 


JoLy 2. | « 


'The jewels which were formerly mine, 
and which I fortunately prevailed upon 
my Oſman to take with him when he left 


me 
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me at Mouſul, he has again preſented to me, 


with many others of great value. As my 


marriage muſt be kept ſecret, I objected 


to receiving ſuch, magnificent ornaments 
but he inſiſted on my wearing them. He 
dreſſes richly himſelf, and is fond of ſee- 


ing me adorned. 


AUGUST 4. 
It is ſurpriſing that in the days when I 


experienced nothing but diſtreſs and an- 
guiſh, I always found a ſubject for the 
pen; and now that I enjoy a larger portion 


of felicity than perhaps ever woman did, 
I find nothing to write about, but the ten- 


der affection of my Oſman, which, how- 


ever pleaſing to me, cannot intereſt any 
other perſon. The ſweet domeſtic circle 
which 
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which is adorned by my Safie and her 
amiable daughter, with frequent viſits from 


my Perſian friend, &c. make me happy; 


but cannot afford matter for narration. 


 AvcvsrT 28. 


We have received a letter from my father, 


who 1s ſoon to be with us, in order, as he 


ſays, to conduct us to Erivan, where he 


hopes to prevail on us to remove, and re- 


main with him as long as he lives. We, 
propoſe returning ſoon to town to prepare 
for his reception. He writes my Oſman, 
that he ſhall beſtow on me ſuch 2 dower 
as no private lady in Perſia ever had before; 
but he inſiſts upon it, that, if we decline 


going to Erivan, we remove ſoon to ſome 


place where his daughter's marriage may 
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be made public. This my Oſmanalſo wiſhes; 
but he ſays that nothing can tempt him 
to remove me at preſent. If my father, ſaid 
I, ſhould be very earneſt in this point, I 
hope you will oblige him. Heaven forbid 
that any difference of opinion ſhould ariſe 
between two perſons more dear to me than 
all the world beſide ! It is impoſſible, my 
love, that we can diſagree in any thing, ex- 
| cept he ſhould wiſh to expoſe you to danger 
and fatigue in your preſent circumſtances. 
But confider, fir, what I ſuffered without 
any il! conſequences in my journey from 
= Mouſul to Angoura; the hope I had of 
ſieeing you at the end of it, kept up my 
ſpirits : and ſhall I not bear ſomething to 
ſhew my duty to my father ? Recall not 
my recollection, Maria, to that fatal period: 


you 


ca 
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vou was then in the hands of a villain, 
and you had no perſon to protect you from 
his cruelty: you are now mine; and nothing 
but a mandate from above ſhall induce me 
to riſque your ſafety. His voice and man- 
ner were ſo determined as he ſaid this, 
that I choſe not to make a reply. But as he 
is always uneaſy when he thinks that he 


has filenced rather than eonvinced me, 
and finding that I had ſuffered the ſubject 


to drop, he turned to me and ſaid, My 
Maria, I hope, does that juſtice to my af- 
fection, as to be perſuaded that the fiſt 
with of my heart is to make her W 
I know her filial piety, and I ſhould think 
myſelf unworthy the daily proofs I receive 
of her tenderneſs, if I was not determined 
to pay her father the ſame reſpect and 
K 2 duty 
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duty which 1 ſhould to my own if he was 
living. We will endeavour to detain him 
till the ſpring, and as then I ſhall have 
nothing to fear on your account, our jour- 
ney may be rendered agreeable. However, 
| theſe are matters to decide on when your 
father is with us. 


\ SEPTEMBER 30. 

Two days ago we returned to town. 
Magnificent as I thought the houſe was be- 
fore, it is now more ſo : my apartments are 
, decorated with all the luxury and expence 
that can be conceived, and the moſt amia- 
ble of men upon our arrival conducted me 
to them. The hangings and ſofas are of 
the fineſt light blue velvet, elegantly em- 
broidered with filver ; the floors are co- 
Pi | vered 
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rered with beautiful Perſian gar pets, and 
there are looking-glaſles of a fize ſurpaſſing 
any I have ſeen, ornamented with great 
taite, and ſeveral pieces of European 
furniture are placed to advantage in the 
different rooms. In a little cloſet adjoin- 
ing my bed-chamber, I found a number of 
books, writing materials, and even a lute 
has been added to make my amuſements 
complete. In ſhort, the whole has been 
the work of tenderneſs and taſte; and I now 
find what drew my Oſman ſo often to 
town during the paſt three months. "I 

Beſide the grand entrance into my aparts-" 
ments, there is a private communication 
with his, of which he keeps the key 3 
ſmilingly telling me, that he muſt remem- 
ber the privilege of a Turk, to viſit a lady 

K 3 when 


. 
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when he pleaſes, without fear of a ſurpriic. 


from her when he may be otherwiſe 


engaged. 


OCTOBER 4. 


My venerable Greek friend has been to 
wait on his benefactor, who conducted 
lim. to my apartment. He appears ſo 
cheerful and happy as ſcarcely to be known 
for the poor infirm old man whom we faw 
afew months ago in the country. He ſpeaks 
ſeveral languages, and I have engaged him 
do teach me to read the Greek, as I ſpeak 
— "it with caſe; and my Oſman has many 
books in that language, which he ſays af. 
ford him the higheſt entertainment; though 
he tells me that I muſt not expect to find 
much reſemblance between that and the 
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corrupt Greek which is now ſpoken. Not- 
withſtanding this diſcouragement, I ſhall 
not deſiſt; and hope in time to render my- 


ſelf more worthy than I am at preſent of 
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the ſociety of a man ſo accompliſhed as my 
Oſman. 
- } Youth, with its attendant attractions, 


cannot always laſt; and dreadful would 
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it be to me, when they are departed, to ex- 
perience a diminution of his affection. 
My part then muſt be to guard againſt 
ſuch an evil, by availing myſelf of | every 


opportunity to add ſomething to the little 
knowledge I poſleſs ; then may I not rea- 
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ſonably hope that the hours of tender paß. >= 


fon will be ſucceeded by friendſhip, and 
a well-founded eſteem, which will make 


the evening of our lives ſerene and happy ? 
„ And 
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And I hope, that the Being who has pu- 
rified my heart by ſufferings, may in a fu- 
ture and better ſtate permit our attachment 
to ſubſiſt. | 


OcToBER 10. 


My Oſman has juſt received the follow- 
ing ſhort letter from Aſpaſia: 


Mr Lon, 
No words can expreſs my ſorrow, to find 
that my deareſt lady is loſt to you and to the 
world. Zailida is no more, and we are all 
free, and are all to ſet out very ſoon with 
the Aleppo caravan, with which we ſhall 
proceed to Erzerum. 
Zailida declared in her laſt moments, 


chat the wicked ſteward never truſted her 
35 with 
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with the ſecret of his route. I will tell you 
all, my Lord, when I arrive; mean time 
be pleaſed to inform my dear father, that 
I hope ſoon to have the happineſs of ſeeing 
him. But my dear lady! ah! whither 
can the wretch have conveyed her ? But 
though I would not add to your afflictions, 
I fear, my Lord, that ſhe is no more for I 
am ſure ſhe would have died rather than 
leave you, or follow him. 
Iam, 
my Lord, 
your moſt afflited, 
and faithful 5 


Asp A814. 


Amiable kind Aſpaſia! how much am 1 


indebted to the unſhaken affection which 
you 
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you diſcover for me! Our pleaſure at 


meeting will be mutual. 


OcFoBER 28. 


'The beſt and moſt--conſiderate of men 
has jüſt left me, after having by degrees 
prepared me to hear that my father will 
be with us to-night. He ſaid he knew 
me to be proof againſt ſorrow, but he 
feared the effect that ſudden joy might 
have upon me, when all his happineſs is at 
ſtake ; therefore uſed ſo much precaution 
in communicating to me the long wiſhed 
for event. After receiving my promiſe 
that I would keep my ſpirits compoſed, 
and engaging his ſiſter to remain with me 
till his return, he ſet out with ſeveral do- 


meſtics to meet my father. 


Six 
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Six o'clock. 


As evening approaches, I cannot com- 
mand the compoſure I fooliſhly promiſed. 
My ſiſter, with a kind view to lower my 
{pirits, reminds me of former days ; of the 
time I believed it impoſlible to meet "my 
father or her brother more. She has talked 
much of the ill health and melancholy 
of the latter. But can joy be ever ſo fer- 
vent as when contraſted with paſt grief? 
She inſiſts upon my quitting the pen, and 


indeed I can ſcarce guide it. 


OCTOBER 29. Rey 


The happieſt of human beings, with a 
heart replete with gratitude, reſumes the 
pen. 'Thedear, the venerable parent arrived 
laſt night. My Oſman came firſt into my 
room. Where, demanded I, is my father ? I 


was 


x8, 


2 
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was ſtanding. He took my hand, and ſaid, 
He will be here preſently, my love; 
but you muſt be more compoſed before I 
can ſuffer you to ſee him.Promiſe me, 
my Maria—I will promiſe nothing, ſaid J, 
interrupting him, anddiſengaging my hand, 
was ruſhing out of the room, when my 
father met me at the door of it. I ſtopped 
a moment to ſurvey him, doubtful whether 


it was really my father—ſuch ravages had a 


few years made in his fine countenance. 


But his well-known voice, exclaiming, My 
child! my child! convinced me that it could 
be no other. I ſunk at his feet, but could 
not ſpeak. He folded me in his paternal 
arms, and with the aſſiſtance of my Oſ- 
man, who was much alarmed at the tender 
ſcene, placed me on a ſofa, A ſhower of 
tears afforded me relief. My father ten- 

| derly 


A PERSIAN SLAVE. I41 


derly embraced me, then dropping on his 
knees, and raiſing his hands and eyes to 
Heaven, ſaid, To thee, O Almighty God, 
may all my gratitude be paid, for reſtoring 


to me once more this child of my heart 
We each offered a hand to the venerable 
ſuppliant. He aroſe, and again embraceu 
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and bleſſed his Maria; then turning to my 
Oſman, ſaid, You, fir, whoſe fame has ex- 3 
tended to Erivan and beyond it, are the 3 4 
only man I know to whom I could wil i 9 
lingly give my daughter—when taking a ö 
hand of each in his, he ſaid, Receive, my 
children, a father's bleſſing; and mayſ that 
Being who has turned our ſorrow into joy, 
hear and accord the vows which I daily 
offer at the foot of his throne for your pre- 
ſervation and happineſs ! 


With 
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With all the inimitable addreſs that my 
Oſman poſſeſſes, it was ſome time before 
my father, or indeed myſelf, could aſſume 
a tolerable compoſure. Indifferent ſubjects 
were ſtarted ; but my father could not join 
in any, and he even propoſed to me to re- 
late to him my ſtory; and I had actually 
begun, when my Oſman ſaid, Indeed, my 
dear fir, you know not what you aſk, or 
what it would coſt our beloved Maria, 
was ſhe to enter into the affecting parti- 
culars of her ſtory, after the agitation ſhe 
has juſt been in. Well, you may be right, 
ſaid my father; but I am all impatience. 
If, ſaid I to my father, you will have the 
goodneſs to ſuſpend your curioſity, I will 
endeavour to gratify it more effeCtually 
than it would be poſſible to do by relating 

| my 
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my ſtory. From the time I was torn from 
you, my honoured father, to this moment, 
I have kept a little journal, which to-mor- 


row I will put into your hands. He ſeemed 
much pleaſed with the propoſal. I pre- 


ſume not, ſaid I, to make any ſtipulation 
with my father; but allow me, fir, to hope 
that you will read it with thoſe ſentiments 
of compaſſion and indulgence, which you 
will perhaps think due to the peculiarly 


critical ſituations in which I have often 


been. Yet whatever judgment you may 
think proper to paſs on the conduct of your 
child, let not, I earneſtly implore, any part 
of your diſpleaſure fall on this beſt and 
deareſt of men—on my huſband. My 
Oſman bowed, and ſmiled tenderly on 

me; and my father made me the moſt ge- 


nerous 
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nerous aſſurances, that the character of 
judge ſhould be ſunk in that of the parent, 
when he peruſes my papers.” 


OcToBER 31. 


My father has read my journal, and was 
ſo much affected as to confine him to his 
room the whole day. When, he joined my 


Oſman and me in the evening, he could 


not ſuppreſs his emotion. I begged that 


he would not think of any thing but our 
preſent happineſs. Why I think it is beſt 
ſo, ſaid he; for much as there is for praiſe, 
much alſo is there for blame in the paſt— 
But no more! Be happy, my dear children, 
for large has been your portion of anguiſh. 
He returned me the papers, ſaying, Never 


6 | more 
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more let me ſee this affecting ſtory; I. 
could not bear a re- peruſal of it. My Oſman 
aſked if he might not be permitted to read 
it. If you inſiſt upon it, ſir, you may; but 
I cannot ſay that I wiſh. to let you ſee it 
ſome ſcenes would affect you, and ſome 
perhaps might not be pleaſing. If you 
have no other reaſon, ſaid he, I. cannot 
give up my ſuit : ought I, fir? appealing 
to my father. Why, I think not; and, be- 
lieve me, you cannot know the obligations 
you are under to your wife till you read 
her ſtory. Come, my dear, obedience is 
now your duty. Take then the papers, my 
Oſman, as my father commands it; 
though I think the gratification of your 
curioſity will prove the puniſhment of it. 

I will not yet accept them againſt your 
Vor. II. 2 L inclination, 
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inclination, though I own that I am very 
anxious to have your cheerful conſent to 
peruſe them. You are too ceremonious, 
aid my father: take the papers, and if they 
affect you as much as they have me, you 
will not allow them a place in your houſe ; 
though 1 defire that you may not deftroy 
them, as ſome time hence perhaps I may 


be inclined to look into them again. My 


Oſman ſoon withdrew, and my father re- 
tired early, not finding himſelf well, and 
Safie with her daughter were abſent upon 
a viſit : therefore being alone, I amuſed 
myſelf at my lute; and having played a 
couple of hours, I was putting it up, when 
my Oſman came into my room, his colour 
heightened, and ſeeming to ſtruggle for 
compoſure. Come, my Maria, ſaid he, take 
out 
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ont your lute, though it is late, and calm 
the agitation which theſe ſheets have 
raiſed in my mind. What, my angel, pro- 
ceeded he, as I was preparing to obey him, 
have you not ſuffered for my ſake ! Such 
unexampled fidelity! True ſaid your father, 


that I could not know my obligations to 


you till I had read your papers. I beſought 
him to drop the ſubject, declaring that my 
preſent happineſs made ample amends for 
all I had ſuffered. I will not pain you, my 
Jove, by ſaying more, though your affecting 
narrative has made an indelible impreſſion 
on my heart : ages of tenderneſs can never 
repay you for all you have endured on my 
account. Again I entreated him to ſay 
no more, and I attempted to play; but he 
was too much abſorbed in his reflexions 
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to attend. He aroſe, and begged me to 
put up the inſtrument, as he ſaid his mind 
was not in a ſtate to receive pleaſure from 
it. Moſt ſincerely do I repent having given 
way to his curioſity, for he has not yet 
reſumed his former cheerfulneſs, nor has 


he reſtored my papers. 


NOVEMBER 25. 


The venerable old man, now my factor, 
has received a letter from his ſon-in-law, 
informing him that he hopes for a happy 
Tucceſs to his commiſſion. He prudently 
concealed his arrival at Leghorn, and ſoon 
found out the wretch of whom he went 
in purſuit. He ſays that he keeps a good 
look-out after him; and as ſoon as he may 
Happen to go a few miles from that place, 
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he means to have him arreſted, as the pro- 
tection of the Port he ſays extends but a 
ſhort diſtance from the city. "The good 
old man and his daughter are overjoyed, 
but evidently upon our account, as their 
ſituation is now made very eligible by their 


humane benefactor. 


DECEMBER 20. 


Yeſterday the caravan arrived, and with 


it my Aſpaſia, and the two other women. 


They were conducted to the houſe, and 
met their maſter juſt going out. He 
changed his intention, and taking Aſpaſia 


into a room, made a few enquiries about 


her journey, & c. and then aſked her if ſhe 


choſe to continue in his family, or go to 


her father. It is not for me, my lord, to de- 
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termine, who am your ſlave. No, Aſpaſia, 
ſaid he, you are free. She bowed low, and 
ſaid, If you then will permit me, I will live 
with my poor father: your houſe, my 
lord, after the death of my amiable lady, 
could afford me nothing but ſubjects for 
grief. She wept, and obſerving her maſter 
ſmile, ſaid, Ah! my lord, is ſhe then en- 
tirely forgotten? Forgive my tears, but in- 
deed ſhe deſerves to be regretted by you. 
No, Aſpaſia, ſaid he, I have ceaſed to regret 
the loſs of your miſtreſs; I am married, 
and I will conduct you to my wife. Nothing, 
my Oſman told me, could equal the atti- 
tude of aſtoniſhment which ſhe threw her- 
ſelf in at this intelligence; but, recollecting 
* herſelf, ſaid, I owe you, my lord, both duty 
and gratitude; therefore, if you command 
| me, 
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me, I am ready to attend you: but I 
ſhould conſider it as a very great obligation 
to be permitted to leave this houſe with- 
out ſeeing your lady. I cannot, ſaid my 
Oſman, conſent to this; follow me, Aſpaſia. 
She obeyed, and he conducted her to my 
apartment, and, entering firſt, made a ſign 
to me to be ſilent. It was apparent that 
ſhe came againſt her inclination, and though 
ſhe bowed, ſhe raiſed not her eyes to my 
face. I trembled with eagerneſs to put an 
end to her embarraſſment; but my Oſman 
enjoyed her temporary pain, perſuaded 
that he ſhould ſoon make amends for is. 
Well, Aſpaſia, ſaid he, is not this lady as 
handſome and as fine a woman as the 
miſtreſs you ſo much lament ? At this 
queſtion ſhe raiſed her eyes, and ſpringing 

| L 4 te 
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0 me, was in one moment at my feet. 
She bathed my hands and neck with tears 
of unfeigned joy. I embraced the dear 
Firl. O madam, ſaid ſhe, explain to me 
how it is I ſee you here. Good God! and 
was you not loſt ? Then turning to my 
Oſman, Did you not write me, my lord, 
that you could give me no news of my 
lady ? We informed her of the moſt ma- 
terial events that had befallen me, and 
never was pleaſure more lively and ſincere 
than ſhe demonſtrated. My Oſman after- 
- Wards ſent for her father; and here a new 
ſcene of agitation took place. He is a very 
good looking man, and has been very ſuc- 
ceſsful in buſinefs; but I have beſought him 
to permit his daughter to remain with me 
a8 a friend and companion, as he can fee 
« ! * . her 
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her every day. He readily conſented, and 


I am Happy in the acquiſition which this 
amiable girl muſt prove to my domeſtic 
comforts. 

We obliged her to retire early to reſt, 
and inſiſted upon her deferring the relation 


of herlittle ſtory till to-morrow. 


DECEMBER 26. "3.498 


LH 


Aſpaſia entreated me to permit her to 
relate her ſtory in the abſence of my Ot 
man. As my memory is pretty good, and 
generally ſerves me for writing what 1 
hear, I made no difficulty, and ſhe thus 
began: | 

When we left you at Mouſul, we travel- 
led three days without ſeeing the face of 
the Turkiſh Jady whom the ſteward had 
| requeſted 
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- requeſted you, madam, to ſuffer to go in 
our party. But at the end of that time, 
while we were encamped, ſhe threw off her 
veil, and, calling us to her, ſaid, that we 
muſt henceforward ſubmit to her, and con- 
ſider her as our miſtreſs; that the baſſa 
had long viſited her privately, and at leaving 
Mouſul had given us to her, and had alſo 
left orders with the ſteward for her being 
put in poſſeſſion of the valuable clothes 
which he had beſtowed on you to flatter 
your vanity, as he knew he had no other 
way to ſucceed in his views. I could not 
comprehend her meaning, and begged her 
to explain herſelf more fully, declaring that 
nothing ſhould induce me to believe the 
| baſſa capable of a bad action. Thus then, 

Dave ! ſaid ſhe, I make you underſtand me, 
and whatever you may believe of the baſſa, 


know 
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know that I will ſuſtain the authority which 
I have over a ſlave. As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe 
{truck me violently on the face. I was too 
much ſhocked to ſay more, and retired. 
Athenais followed me as ſoon as ſhe could, 
and told me who the vile woman was (as I 
had never ſeen her before), and the attempt 
ſhe had once made on your life, in which 
ſhe aſſured me ſhe would have been ſuc- 
ceſsful, had not the baſſa prevented her: 
and ſhe ſaid ſne was convinced of every 
thing being falſe that ſhe told us, but that 
we muſt ſubmit quietly, as the bad woman 
would be capable of murdering us all if we 
oppoſed her. 

We continued our journey, enduring the 
moſt imperious treatment from Zailida, 
till we arrived at Malimaia, where ſhe took 


a houſe, 
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a houſe, and obliged us all to ſerve her; 
and finding that we were patient, and at- 
tempted nothing againſt her, ſhe treated 
us with leſs ſeverity ;. and one day told us, 
that the baſſa had not been appointed to a 
new government, as he had reported, but 
was gone to Conſtantinople to anſwer for 
his mal-adminiſtration. In caſe of his 
being acquitted. of the. charges brought 
againſt him, he will return, procetded ſhe, 
to Mouſul, wheres am to join him. He 
was red of Maria, and as the ſteward liked 
her, the baſſa gave her to him: he too 
will ſoon part with her, and wait in ſome 
place of ſafety till the fate of his maſter be 
Enown. IT: 

Loung and inexperienced, madam, as I 
was, this tale of guilt gained a certain de- 
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gree of credit with me, though I could not 
believe every part of it; but the accounts 
my father had given me of the cruelty and 
inconſtancy of men made me fear that 
Zailida was right. 

My companions agreed with me to wait 
with patience the explication of an affair 
that puzzled us all. We knew the baſſa to 
be humane and generous; hence his con- 
duct aſtoniſhed us: but Athenais told me 
that Zailida had once been a favourite of 
my lord's, and had lived ſeveral months in 
his houſe. In fine, we continued upwards 
of three years with her, and were ſhocked 
at the life of infamy ſhe led; but it enabled 
ber to make a figure : her houſe was well 
furniſhed, her table ſerved with every de- 
licacy, and in your clothes ſhe appeared a 

OP ſultana. 
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ſultana. I would not, my dear lady, b- 
thought to make my court to you; Ut 
never ceaſed to lament my ſeparation from 
you, or my uncertatnty in regard to your 
fate. Chance brought me acquainted with 
a worthy Greek merchant, whom I ſup- 
plicated to make every poſſible enquiry 
about the baſla : at length he. ſucceeded, 
and I had the happineſs to hear that he 
was ſettled at Erzerum. I immediately 
wrote to enquire if he could give me any 
news of you; but his anſwer extinguiſhed 
all my hopes. However, he directed me in 
the proper ſteps to be taken for freeing us 
from the worſt kind of bondage, that of 

ſerving an abandoned woman: but an 
event took place, before I received that 
letter, which rendered his inſtructions uſe · 
leſs. Zailida, 


2 15 
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Zailida, among many other lovers, had 
one of whom ſhe was very fond, and who 
was paſſionately ſo of her: it happened 
that he had paſſed ſome time with her one 
evening, and ſhe wanted to engage him 
to ſup with her ; but he declined her in- 
vitation, ſaying, that he was obliged to go 
into the country with his father. He took 
leave of her with much apparent tender- 
neſs, promiſing to ſee her the following 
day. Zailida thinking herſelf ſecure from 
Interruption, admitted the viſits of an of- 
ficer, of whom the other had been for 
ſome time very jealous. The ſcheme of 
going to the country was only a ſtratagem 
he returned privately, and found Zailida 
with his rival, and in a tranſport of rage 
and jealouſy drew his ſabre, killed the of- 

4 ficer 
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ficer upon the ſpot, and wounded Zailida. 
This [dreadful ſcene frighted us to death. 
Theofficer was conveyed away privately, but 
the aſſaſſin did not make good his retreat e 
he was ſeized by a party of ſoldiers, and 
put to death on the ſpot. | 
Zailida's wound was dreſſed by a * 
geon, who made light of it, and ſaid it would 
ſoon heal; but his want of {kill was viſible, 
for a fever immediately ſucceeded the firſt 
dreſſing : another ſurgeon was called in, 
who declared the wound mortal. Before 
the unhappy creature thought her life in 
danger, ſhe was tolerably calm ; but when 
ſhe-was made acquainted with her real 
Atuation, no words can deſcribe her rage 
and phrenſy. Dreadful were the impre- 


ations ſhe uttered. I had concealed from 
|; her 


Ss £248 ** 
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her the fate of her favourite; but ſhe in- 


ſiſted upon ſeeing him, and threatened me 


with vengeance if I longer denied her the 


ſatisfaction of ſpeaking to him. I was 


therefore obliged to tell her my reaſons 
for having diſobeyed her. I expected 
ſome act of violence would have followed 
her knowledge of the event, and had en- 


gaged the two women to be preſent; but to 


my ſurpriſe ſhe became perfectly calm, and 


continued ſo for ſeveral hours ; but her 
fever then returned with augmented vio- 
lence, and ſhe called me to her, and thus 
addrefled me : 

Aſpaſia, it is now time to undeceive 
you. What I told you of the baſſa and 
Maria was all falſe. 'The ſteward and myſelf 
were engaged in one of the deepeſt and 
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moſt ſucceſsful plots that was ever laid. 
He thought himſelf injured, and was re- 
ſolved to be revenged on them both. I alfo 
was actuated by the ſame motives. 'The 
baſſa had withdrawn his protection from 
me, becauſe I had favoured another ; and 
I could not bear to think that a ſlave ſhould 
have an aſcendancy over his heart which 
my beauty could not effect. Ali and I 
conſulted together: he ſecured Maria 
(though he hated her for the contempt ſhe 
had always ſhewn him), on purpoſe to 
prevent her meeting the baſſa; and having 
made the moſt of the effects left in his 
hands, he gave you and the two other 
girls to me, with the clothes, and about 
 onethouſand crowns, for the aſſiſtance I had 


afforded bim in finding purchaſers for the 
baſla's 
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baſſa's property. I have now no longer 
occaſion for any thing, and I leave you all 
free, and deſire that what I poſſeſs be di- 
vided among you.—l took this opportunity 


to implore her to inform me whither the 
ſteward had conveyed you: but ſhe ſo- 
lemnly declared that ſhe knew nothing of 
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the matter, as that was the only circum- 11 
{tance which the ſteward had concealed j 


from her. A notary was called, and the | 
inſtrument of our freedom drawn with j 
the proper formalities, as alſo her bequeſt 
to us. Two days afterwards ſhe expired 
and we fet out as ſoon as poſſible to 
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reſtore ourſelves to a maſter whoſe pro- 11 


perty we conſidered ourſelves, and whoſe | i 0 
ſervice we were ſo happy in. We have ll 
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brought about two thouſand crowns with 
us, which we are ready to refund. 

Our journey was not attended with any 
circumſtances worth relating : and after 
being fo happy myſelf, let me entreat you, 
madam, to ſhew ſome mark of your favour 
to Athenais and Irene, which their fidelity 


and attachment to you and my tord gives 


them ſome claim to expect. 
I thanked the dear girl for her relation, 
and aſſured her that my Oſman conſidered 


them as free, and-ſo far from having any 
claim to the bequeſt Zailida had made them, 


he intended to make ſome addition to it, and 


endeavour to eſtabliſh them in marriage. 
She ſeemed much pleaſed, and defired to 
give up her part of the legacy to thoſe 


who 


a 


4 
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who had been her fellow ſufferers. I ap- 
plauded her reſolution, and told her that 


we ſhould conſider her as our immediate 


charge. 


DECEMBER 30. 


I have communicated to my Oſman and 
my father, Aſpaſia's narrative; and the late 
ter declared that her fidelity and affection 


for me ought to be rewarded, and he has 
this day preſented her with purſes to the 


amount of ten thouſand crowns for her 


fortune, and one thouſand more for clothes, 


JaNUARY 26. 


My niece finds a moſt agreeable compa- 
nion in Aſpaſia; and my ſiſter is delighted 
to think what advantage her daughter, | 

M 3 | bred 
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366 
&red up in ſolitude, will derive from a 
friend who has ſo much information, 
whoſe integrity of heart is ſo unqueſtion- 
able, and whoſe manners are ſo engag- 


ing. 


FEBRUARY 15. 

Ten days ago I had the happineſs to 
"preſent, to the beſt of huſbands,” a lovely 
boy. His joy upon the occaſion is be- 
yond all deſcription. My father is tranſ- 
ported; yet he fears that this event will 
be a means of detaining us. at-Erzerum 
till the autumn, as my infant will be too 
young to travel for ſome months. 

My ſiſter will not permit me to write, 
and chreatens if I am refractory to com- 
plain to her brother. 


Manch 
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Maxcn 10. 

All is pleaſure in this houſe. My father 
declares that his youth is reſtored, and 
my Ofman pafſes many hours in the day 
with me. His child engroſſes much of his 
attention, and when he ſurveys him, all 
the father appears in his fine countenance. 
Yet he declares that he rejoices {till more in 
his Maria's ſafety than even in the acqui- 
ſition he has received m the birth of his 


ſon, 
Was ever happineſs ſo perfect as mine? 


Grant, O Heaven, a continuance of it, 
and in this every wiſh that I can form is 
compriſed. 

The worthy Mr. Johnſon ſucceeds very 
well in buſineſs. He often favours us with 


his company, and my father laments much 
M 4 that 
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that he does nat underſtand Greek, or 
any other language that Mr. J. ſpeaks, to 
converſe with him. But I find, by Mr. 
Johnſon's acknowledgments, that my fa- 
ther has made him ſome valuable preſents. 
Indeed the dear parent ſuffers no perſon 


to go unrewarded, who has ſhewn kind- 


neſs to his child. 


ApRII. 8. 


My father is impatient to return home; 
yet he will not ſuffer me to think of ac- 
companying him, till my child is more capa- 
ble of enduring the fatigue. He is to leave 
us in a few days, and in the autumn we 
are to follow. He has obliged my Oſ- 
man to accept immenſe ſums of money, 
and diamonds to a ftill greater amount 


and 
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and the reſt of his fortune he propoſes to 
ſettle on my ſon, as he ſays we are rich 


enough to provide for younger children. 


APRIL 12. 

Another letter is received from Leg- 
horn. 'The villain has been obliged to re- 
fund very large ſums. He was off his 
guard, and went to ſee a fine old city 5 
* about twelve miles from thence, where 
he was apprehended. The complaint of 
the Greek was heard with patience, and a 
decree given in his favour. He writes in 
the higheſt manner of the equity of the 
government, and adds, that the villain has 


been obliged to quit the ſtate. 


The Greek expects to be at Erzerum als 


moſt as ſoon as his letter. 
* Piſa, 


APRIL. 
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APRIL 16. 

My father is gone ; painful indeed was 
the parting, but we are ſoon to meet. My 
Oſman inſiſts upon our going immediately 
to the country, to change the ſcene. We 
have a ſmall houſe near our villa, where 
we mean to place the good old Greek and 
his family. His benefactor finds him a 
man of great information, and wiſhes to 


engage him to paſs the remainder of his 


life near us. 


Jux 10. 


Athenais and Irene have both had very 
good propoſals of marriage made them by 
two merchants, both men of character 
and property; for the footing upon which 
they were placed in my family upon their 

return, 
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return, has made them much ſought after. 
They are unwilling to leave me; but I be- 
lieve upon the whole they are pleaſed with 
the proſpect of being ſo well provided for, 
and eſtabliſhed in the world. | 

My little boy enjoys the higheſt health, . 
and I hope in a few months will be able to 
endure the fatigue of travelling. 


JoLx 29. | 

The Greek has written to my Oſman 
from 'Trebiſond, informing him of his ſafe 
arrival at that place. He has diſpoſed of 
the money which he recovered from the 
vile ſteward, as his benefactor had directed; 
and he has hopes of receiving from two 
merchants at 'Trebiſond, conſiderable ſums 
which were due to his father-in-law, and 


which had been deemed bad debts. 
Thus, 
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Thus, by the mereſt accident, as it ap- 
peared, has this worthy family been raiſed 
from a ſtate of indigence to a very com- 
fortable ſituation. My Oſman is fo well 
ſatisfied with the young man's conduct in 
the execution of the commiſſion with 
which he was charged, as to induce him 
to make him his ſteward. The old man 
has conſented to live with us when his ſon 
returns, and is actually to accompany us 
to Erivan, whither his family may ſome 
time hence perhaps follow him, if we ſhould 
ſettle there. 


AuGUusT 30. 


The young Greek is returned, an the 


circumſtances of the family are now very 


proſperous. 


My 
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. My fiſter and niece declare that they 
cannot bear to be ſeparated from us, nor 
could we without great pain ſuffer a ſepa- 
ration from them, conſequently we ſhall all 
go together to Erivan. My heart exults 
in the near proſpect of reviſiting thoſe 
ſcenes where I received my firſt ideas; 
where the firſt dawn of knowledge opened 
upon. my mind, and where my earlieſt 


friendſhips were formed. 


SEPTEMBER 10, in town. 


I have received an allay to my happineſs, 
though I condemn the narrow principle 
which makes me ſad. Aſpaſia is addreſſed 
by a very amiable young Greek, ſon of the 
firſt merchant in the place. The propoſal 
is too adyantageous to be rejected, and I 

ſhall 
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ſhall loſe my beloved Afpaſia, whoſe mar- 
riage is to be celebrated in a few days. She 
weeps, and I cannot reſtrain my tears. 


SEPTEMBER' 14. 
The knot is tied my Aſpaſia is happy, 
and this conſideration muſt conſole me for 
the loſs I ſuſtain by this event. 


SEPTEMBER 18. 

To-morrow we are to begin our journey. 
Mr. Johnfon, and the Perfian merchant 
and his lady, are to fup with us to night. 
How ſhall I part with my amiable friends! 
My Ofman has defired me to prefent the 
latter with a fine ſprig of diamonds for her 
head, as an acknowledgment of our obli- 


gations to her. Had it not been for her 
little 


A PERSIAN SLAVE» 175 


little plan, ſaid he, I might ere this have 

fallen a victim to deſpair. She reſtored to 

me my Maria, who brought happineſs m 

her hand. And what, returned I, does 

not your Maria owe her ? Her Oſman ſhe 
believed dead, till undeceived by her; 

then reſentment would have conveyed her 
ſoon far diſtant, had not her penetration 
diſcovered the fecret fo ſtudiouſſy con- 
cealed, and her friendſhip defeated the im- 
pulſe of paſſion, by effecting an interview 
which ſhe hoped would clear up every per- 
plexity. It had the deſired effect, and all 
the felicity of my life, next to Heaven 
and you, I owe to her. Our obligations, 
my love, ſaid he, are mutual. Be but my 
Maria preſerved to me, and her tenderneſs 
ſuffer from time or chance no diminution, 


and I have nothing further to wiſh. 
I have 
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I have not this day been able to recover 
my ſpirits: I left ſo many dear and amiable 
friends at Erzerum, and ſo great was their 
grief at parting with us, as had ſaddened 
my Oſman as well as myſelf. 


Firſt night. 

Me are encamped at a ſmall village near 
one of the fineſt bridges I have ever ſeen, 
and not far from a fortreſs called Haſſan 
Kala. 

We paſſed two rivers to-day, which 
have their ſource in a mountain called 
Binguiel, and. both empty into the Arras, 


which was the ancient Araxes.. 


Village of Cumaſur. Second night. 


About ſix miles from the bridge J men- 
tioned laſt night, we ſaw to the ſouthward 
EEG. a moun- 
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a mountain called Mingol, from whence 
ſpring many ſtreams of water; and to 
the northward we ſaw the river Cars, or 
Kars, which falls into the Arras about 


forty-five miles from Erivan. The Arras 
has its ſource in certain mountains to the 


_ eaſtward of Mingol, and winding in a ſer- 
pentine courſe in Upper Armenia, receives 
in its paſſage other ſmaller ſtreanis, and, 
becoming very large, empties itſelf into 
the Caſpian Sea, two days journey from 
Ciamaque, in the frontiers of ancient Me- 
dea. a th 

All the country, through which the ri- 
vers Cars and Arras paſs, 1s inhabited 
chiefly by Chriſtians. 


EDS) 
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Village of Halicarcara. Third night. 


Here we ſtopt to reſt. The people of 
this village are all Chriſtians. Their houſes 
are built under ground, like cellars. 

Our journey is rendered moſt delightful 
by the prudent arrangement which my 
Oſman has directed. We ſleep in moſt 
commodious tents, and feel no want of 
any thing. A watch is appointed as ſoon 
as we encamp, and is relieved every two 
hours ; for we have an eſcorte of twenty 
ſoldiers, beſide our own domeſtics, who are 
numerous. My child is in perfect health, 
and we are all in ſpirits; but my Oſman 
reſuſes to let me write, as he ſays that the 
fatigue of travelling is ſufficient without 

any other application. But ſo animated 
18 
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is his converſation, and ſo aſſiduous is he 
in his attention to us all, even to my wo- 
men, as renders this journey truly de- 
lightful. 

We have ſeen two or three roving par- 
ties; but our numbers kept off an attack. 
I was exceſſively alarmed; but our guard 
aſſures me that there was nothing to fear, 


as we were too ſtrong for them. 


Fifth night. 
We are encamped about a mile and a half 
from a village on the banks of the Arras. 
This river has ſtrangely incommoded us, for 


we have paſſed and repaſſed it ſeveral times, 


by reaſon of its ſerpentine courſe. 
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Sixth night. In our little camp on a ſpa- 


cious plain near a ſmall village. 


Tui morning we paſſed the river Cars, 
which ſeparated the Perſian and Turkiſh 
dominions. 'The Arras after laſt night we 
ſaw no more. With the ſincereſt grati- 
tude I returned thanks to Heaven for hav- 
ing permitted me once more to enter the 


dominions of my anceſtors. 


Seventh night. 
We are to reſt to-night in a moſt diſa- 
greeable uninhabited part of the country. 
My fears, from our forlorn ſituation, make 


it impoſſible for me to write. 


Eighth night. 
At length, thank Heaven ! we are ar- 


rived in ſafety at the 'Three Churches. 
To- 
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To-night we ſhall retire early to reſt, 
and to-morrow we ſhall ſtay to perform 
our devotions before we proceed to Erivan, 


which is only nine miles diſtant. 


Ninth day. 

At the earneſt requeſt of the patriarch, 
we remain here to dine ; therefore I ſteal 
half an hour for the pen, as I with not to 
defer any part of the account of my jour- 
ney; for I ſhall have no inclination to 


write when I reach Erivan. 

Theſe three churches, ſo celebrated, are 
three convents at almoſt equal diſtances. 
In the principal one, which is much the 
fineſt, the grand patriarch of Armenm 
reſides. The ſecond is to the ſouthward, 


and the other to the eaſtward, and is * 
N 3 con- 
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convent of women. The principal church 
is dedicated to the only Son, as is alſo called 
that of the women, though in fact it was 
dedicated to St. Gregory. 

They told us that the building had been 
begun three hundred years after Chriſt ; 
and when the walls had been raiſed a cer- 
tain height, the grand fiend threw it down 
in the night; and for the ſpace of two 
years he deſtroyed in the night the pious 
labours of the day. At length Jeſus Chriſt 
_ appearing, he had no further power to 
impede the work, which happily received 
its completion. 

They ſhewed us a ſtone, upon which 
they aſſured us our Saviour had leaned, 
when he appeared to St. Gregory. All 
— perſons who enter this church kiſs the 
3 | | ſtone 


A PERSIAN SLAVE. 183 


ſtone with great devotion. But upon my 
obſerving that my Oſman declined this ce- 
remony, I hinted to him the negle& : he 
made me ſome indirect anſwer, but did 
not perform the act of duty I wiſhed. 
When we had left the church, -and were 


alone, he thus addreſſed me: 


If I am miſtaken, forgive me ; but do I 


not perceive a cloud upon my Maria's 
brow ? 

Indeed, my Oſman, I was pained to fee 
you treat with diſreſpect things that we 
ought to have the higheſt veneration for. 

Diſreſpe&! Surely you cannot accuſe me 
of diſcovering any thing like it. I liſtened 
with attention to the pious tale they related 
to you, however improbable I thought it: 
but, believe me, I had rather kiſs this hand 

N 4 (putting 


| 
| 
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(putting my hand to his lips) than any 
ſtone in the univerſe. I' could not help 
ſmiling at this air of gallantry, though I was 
not quite pleaſed with him : but aſſuming 
a more ſerious countenance and tone of 
voice, he ſaid, What ignoble ſlavery muſt 
that mind be in, which is under the do- 
minion of ſuperſtition ! The Being whoſe 
efſence is infinite purity, muſt be wor- 
ſhipped with a mind totally detached from 
every thing that is unworthy of it. The 
Father of ſpirits cannot delight in the 
groſs homage that is paid him by the ſons 
and daughters of ſuperſtition. But num- 
bers of people come on pilgrimage to this 
church from diſtant parts of Armenia, and 
the patriarch and archbiſhops will tell you 
what miracles——Allow me to interrupt 

you. 
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you. If you admit the omnipreſence of 
the Deity, how can you ſuppoſe that he is 
likely to be more propitious to our prayers 
when offered in one place rather than 
another? | 

Towards the latter end of the eleventh 
century of the Chriſtian zra, the princes 
of Europe united in order to recover the 
holy ſepulchre, in which the Saviour had 
been interred, from the Infidels who were 
in poſſeſſion of it. Immenſe ſums of mo- 
ney were expended in theſe expeditions. 
Princes for a time renounced their thrones, 
to enter under the then faſhionable banner, 
on which the croſs was diſplayed. They 
traverſed ſeas and continents, and in the 
ardour of war forgot that ſpirit of philan- 
thropy that ought to have characteriſed 


them, 
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them, and inconceivable ſlaughter fol- 
lowed. 

But this, ſaid I, was a glorious acqui- 
fition. Would you have had it remain in 
the hands of thoſe who knaw not its in- 
eſtimable value? 

Of what ſervice was it, think you, to 
its conquerors ? 

Enough, if it was permitted them to 
adore in it, or near it, the Redeemer by 
whoſe interment it had been conſecrated. 

You may think ſo; but when I tell you 
that, to make this acquiſition, thoſe bonds 
which ought to unite the various claſſes of | 
mankind were broken, that death and car- 
nage marked the ſcene of conqueſt; you 
will not think that the vows offered upon 


chat ſpot could be acceptable to the Deity. 
| Per- 
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Perhaps not. But you ſeem to condemn 
every ſpecies of devotion that is paid to 
holy things. | 

Explain, my love, what you mean by 
holy things. 

The ſtone, for inſtance ;z or other holy 
reliques of our religion. | 
As every virtue, when carried beyond 
certain limits, approximates with vice; ſo 
you mult guard againſt confounding true re- 
ligion with ſuperſtition, or weak credulity. 
Reſpect yourſelf, and pay due reverence to 
the God who has beſtowed on you the 
powers of perception and action, who has 
enlightened your mind with reaſon to diſ- 
cern (if it be not your fault) that worſhip 
which he requires; but give not to ſtones 


and other idle trumpery the homage which 


| 18 


| 
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is due to him alone. View your Creator 
in the immenſity, as well as minutiæ of his 
works; and offer him that pure intellectual 
worſhip, that a rational being ought to 
pay, and a perfect Being can receive. 

O, my Oſman, forgive my ignorance. 
Continue to be my guide, director, friend. 
Teach me thoſe truths that I ought to be 
made acquainted with, but which have till 
now been concealed from me. 

Charming ingenuouſneſs! Little, my 
deareſt creature, do you want of my in- 


x 


ſtruction. Conſult 5 own reaſon, and 
that will be your beſt guide. 


Afternoon. 
The good patriarch entertained us with 
the utmoſt hoſpitality, He has under him 
| forty- 
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forty-ſeven archbiſhops, and each arch- 
biſhop four or five ſuffragan biſhops : with 
theſe he lives in community in the con- 
vent, and preſides over a large body of 
monks, who daily, as foon as the office of 
the church is over, employ themſelves in 
cultivating lands for the benefit of the 
convent. 

The income of the good patriarch i 
ſaid to be fix hundred thouſand crowns per 


annum. One of the prelates aſſured us, 
that the holy father has under him eighty 
thouſand towns and villages, which pay him 
yearly ſums of money according to their 
ſize and number of inhabitants. 


ERIVAN. 


We arrived laſt night. My father's joy 


at b 
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at ſeeing us was unbounded. This day 
has been a ſcene of confuſion. Viſits, con- 
gratulations, &c. have left us not a mo- 
ment to ourſelves. Many of the dear com- 
panions of my youth have been forward 
in their felicitations upon my return. To- 
night there are to be illuminations and fire- 


works in compliment to my father upon 
the occaſion. 


OcToBER 3. 

On account of our friends, as well as 
our own, we propoſe retiring for a month 
to the country, as ſoon as the ceremony 
of returning our viſits is over; for their 
defire to do us honour, though infinitely 
flattering, muſt be attended with inconve- 
nience to them, as well as to us, as we 

are thereby detached from thoſe calm do- 


meſtic 
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meſtic enjoyments, which are the baſis of 
our felicity. The noiſy buſy ſcenes of 
life may have charms for perſons leſs hap- 
py than myſelf; but to me they are inter- 
ruptions, and leave no pleaſure in the re- 
flection. 


OcToBER 10 


A young gentleman of one of the firſt 
families at Erivan has made propoſals for 
my niece. He is extremely amiable, and 
very rich. Both her uncle and mother 
approve the offer. He is a diſtant relation 
of my father, and has been educated by 
the very maſters who taught me. The 
lovely girl, I think, diſcovers a partiality 
for him. 


Ocro= 
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OCTOBER 15. 

The diſtinction that is paid to my Oſ- 
man by all ranks of people is truly grati- 
fying to me; but the dignity, and at the 
ſame time condeſcenſion of his deportment, 
never yet paſſed without receiving its tri- 
bute of applauſe. 

My father has had a magnificent houſe 


prepared for us, as he declares that he 


will be no more than a viſitor. He ſays the 


peeviſhneſs of age ſuits not with the gaiety 
of youth. We have endeavoured to dif- 
ſuade him from this ſcheme ; but in vain : 
we find he will have his own way. 

Erivan, in coming from the northward 


or weſtward, is the firſt frontier city of 


Perſia, on the way to Iſpahan, as Erzerum 
on thoſe parts is the laſt of Turkey. It 
1s 
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is ſituated in a fine country, abounding 
with every neceſſary of life, and produces 
moſt excellent wine, and our fruits are of 
an exquiſite flavour. 
The king of Perſia receives from this 
province a very large revenue, by reaſon 
of its fertility, and alſo from the caravans 


that paſs through it. The kan or gover- 
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nor makes yearly two hundred and forty 
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thouſand crowns. 
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This being the frontier town of two 
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empires, it has been frequently taken and 
retaken by the Turk and Perſians. The 
old city having been long ſince deſtroyed, 


the new one was built upon a rock; at the 
foot of which runs a large river, and over 
it is a bridge of hewn ſtone, with three 
arches, under which are rooms where the 
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kan ſometimes deſcends in the ſummer 


ſeaſon, to avoid the exceſhve heats of the 


climate. 
We are returned to the villa a few miles 


from which I was captured. Here the 
marriage of my niece is to be celebrated. 
She has ſupplicated her mother to hve 
with her; but we ſhall be all in the ſame 
neighbourhood. The dear girl's fortune 
is very ſmall; but my Oſman and my fa- 
ther have had a generous contention who 
Mall make a ſuitable addition to it. The 


former has prevailed. Her lover urges, 


with a noble diſintereſtedneſs, the ſplen- 


dour of his own fortune, againſt accepting 
any thing with his bride : but my Oſman 


1s as generous as himſelf, and will not ſuf- 


fer his beloved niece to enter dowerleſs 


into any family. Our 
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Our venerable Greek is with me, and 
to his edifying leſſons I am much indebted. 
He makes the language, which he teaches 
me, the medium to convey the moſt re- 
fined and exalted morality to my mind. 
The heroes and philoſophers who were 
once the pride of Greece, he has made 
me acquainted with. When I read of 
their patience under misfortune, their mag- 
nanimity in the hour of danger, with their 
public and private virtues z what ſhame do 
I not feel at the recollection of my own 
errors | 

Juſt as I had written the above, my 
Oſman entered my apartment. — What al- 
ways writing, my dear ? Will you permit 


me to peruſe the continuation of your nar- 


rative, as I was honoured with a ſight of 
O 2 * * {a 9 
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10 large a part of it? By all means, ſaid I; 
but I fear you will find little entertainment 
in it. Of that, ſaid he, ſmiling, you will 
permit me to judge: and taking the pa- 
pers, placed himſelf near me, and read 
the whole. When he had done, he pre- 
ſented them to me with an air of viva- 
city and politeneſs, and thanked me for 
the entertainment, which the memoirs of 
his heroine had afforded him. But when, 
my love, ſaid he, do you mean to cloſe 
them? You have brought them to a period 
in which (if I may be permitted to ſay ſo) 


Four happineſs ſeems as perfect as can be 

expected in a ſtate like this. You are re- 
ſtored to your father and your country. 
The happy man who calls you his adores 


you with unabated affection: his family 
alſo 
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4 


alſo reveres you. Your child is all you 
can with: and you have renewed ſome of 
thoſe early friendſhips, which having been 
formed when the heart was a ſtranger to | 
ſorrow, and exulted with hope and pro- 
ſperity, are commonly cheriſhed with de- 
light under every ſubſequent event of life; 
and where they happen to be ſuſpended 
by the rude hand of adverſity, or diffolved 
by death, or other accidents, we feel as 
if a part of ourſelves was torn away. 

Here, then, my angel, you will do well 
to cloſe your little ſtory. The moral is 
obvious. We were not, by a Being who 
delights in reCtitude, deemed worthy of 
the ſociety of each other till our hearts 
had been purified by adverſity. May the 
gracious purpoſe be anſwered! And may 


our 
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our happineſs, formed on the baſis of vir- 
tue, receive a ſtability which will extend 
its duration beyond this tranſient ſcene. 
And having fulfilled the ſcale of active 
duty preſcribed to us while we are per- 
mitted to remain here, may we hereafter 


find our errors forgiven, and our efforts of 


virtue accepted. He ſaid no more. 

Perhaps at ſome future period 1 may 
have an opportunity of tranſmitting theſe 
ſheets to you, my dear, my honoured be- 
nefactreſs. Therefore, in conformity to 
the opinion of my Oſman, I will ſhut up 
my little narrative, as nothing very ma- 
terial 1s likely to happen. 

May you, madam, enjoy every felicity 
that this life can afford. For myſelf, I 
have nothing to wiſh, but that my preſent 


I com- 
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comforts may be continued, and that my 


future conduct may not prove unworthy 
of the dijtinguiſhed lot I have drawn. 


/ 


MARIA. 


DAVIS, PRINTER, CHANCERY LANE» 


